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Transfiguration 


(Suggested by Lanier’s Ballad of Trees and the Master) 
By William Norris Burr 


NTO the mount I went one day, 
Lord Jesus in my heart, 

And the little birds sang in praise of him, 
The sunshine gladdened its rays for him, 
The proud trees bowed in amaze of him, 

As into the mount I went, apart 
From the toiling, moiling, sin-soiled throng, 
Lord Jesus in my heart. 


Down from the mount I came that day, 
Lord:Jesus in my heart, 

And those: who had seemed so drear to me 

Stood forth: transfigured and dear to me, 

And I longed to gather them near tu me 

As down from the mount I came, aflame 

With a Christ-born love for all sons of shame, 
Lord Jesus in my heart! 








The Humility-Test 

Have we gone down low enough to be really 
humble? Are we ready to test ourselves by Dr. 
Andrew Murray's definition of- humility? ‘It is 
never to be-fretted, or vexed, or itritated, or sore; or 
disappointed, It is to expect nothing, to wonder at 
nothing that is done to me, tu feel nothing done 
against me. It is to be at rest when nobody praises 
me, and when I am blamed or despised.’’ Oh, but 
that is impossible, most people would say. Not im- 
possible for God. He lives that kind of life. And 
when we have let him put us so really low down as to 
be out of the way, he will live that kind of life, his 
own life, in us moment. by moment triumphantly. 
We must be not only low down on the ground, but 
actually buried, to let him bring it-to pass. Not 
until, through surrender and faith, we have let Christ 


_accomplish the death of our self, can he do this, 


« the things that may: properly be taken ta him. 


But 
then he does it instantly. Humility is nothing less 
than Christ. There is no such thing as humility 
while there is any active trace of self left. 


x 
What Are Our Blessings? 


Counting our ‘* blessings’’ is not the best way to 
overcome discouragement. The hymn that has so 
cheered and helped thousands of Christians suggests 
that the counting of the many blessings will bring 
surprise at how much the Lord has done. But the 
greater truth is, not that God has done much for us, 
but that he has done a/; not that he has given many 
blessings, but that he is giving every blessing that is 
needed, God, ‘‘ who spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all,’ is also pledged to give 
us freely with Jesus all things. It is natural for us to 
count our ‘‘blessings,’’ and set over against them the 
things that we consider hard and discouraging. But 
God's plan is that not one of ‘our experiences, hard 
though they be, should be discouraging. His way is 
to make all things in a believer's life work together 
for good. It-is our privilege, then, to count every 
experience of life as in a reai-sense a blessing. And 


‘that kind of blessed life will obey the comand ‘tbe 


thou a eee 


ee 


What the Bell Meant .- ; 

When people give each other the beve'they hive, 
they get pretty close together. . Separations mean that 
folks are not sliaring their best. | Réal’thurct’ unity, 
if it should ever come,: would mean that Christ in his 
fulness was being shared with others by all his fol- 
lowers. We get glimpses of such a possibility through 
the’ practical co-operation of different denominations. 
The Youth’s Companion published an incident of a 


Stinting Our 


TINTING our expectations’’ is a phrase that 
was used by that great church statesman, 
Principal Rainy. For many years he had 

been the leader of the Free Church in Scotland. 
Under his leadership the church had gone on from 
one great undertaking to ancther. There had been 
achievements which surprised even the most sanguine. 
And then when one great point after another had been 
carried, and most men would have felt a natural cau- 
tion about carrying things too far, Principal Rainy 
sounded out in the very midst of their triumphs this 
splendid warning that no matter how great the past, 
the church must not stint her expectations. 

On top of all that she had received, the church 
must go on expecting even more. Instead of safely 
funding her hard-won triumphs and looking askance 
at new undertakings and fearing lest she should be 
‘*tempting providence,’’ as men call it, the church 
was to take all its successes as a type of God's normal 
answer to a normal faith, and go on looking for as much 
again. When age and conflict and the inevitable weari- 
ness would make, ordinarily, their claims felt in low- 
‘red and cautious’ programs, Rainy simply felt with 
new intensity the very genius and spirit of Christianity, 
and boldly threw himself forward uponthe future. 

One of the greatest dangers of the Christian life is 
asking and expécting too little. There are many lives 
that are prayerful as far as devout and regular habits 
are concerned, but they are hardly prayerful in the 
sense of expecting great things of God. The time 
was when they would take anything to the Lord in 
prayer. Now they have scaled down very. carefully 
Once 
there was a boldness about their prayers which now 
seems almost like effrontery. 





‘never add to his glory. 
“that God himself can never do anything, through all 


small Western town where the people are poor and 
where, though there are several churches, they fre- 
quently borrow each other's equipment and work to- 
gether in harmony. ‘One evening a church bell was 
heard ringing vigorously. The family seated round 
the tea table looked up in surprise. ‘What bell is 
that?’ they asked inchorus. No one seemed to know 
until at last one exclaimed, ‘Oh, I remember now! 
That is the Episcopal bell ringing for the Baptist re- 
vival that begins at the Presbyterian church to-night.’ ’’ 
There was no hard feeling there! If all churches 
shared Christ in his fulness as freely as they often share 
their lesser possessions, his church would be seen to 
be ‘his body’’ with no line of separation between its 


members, 
x k ) 
The Glory of Our Christ 


We can never add anything to the honor or glory 
of Jesus’ Name. All the works of the holiest people 
of God since time began and through all eternity caa 
We may even say reverently 


eternity, to add to that honor and glory. For-Jesus is 
God ; before the world was, he-had with the Father 
the glory of God. And that glory is perfect, absolute, 
infinite, satisfying, unchangeable... Nothing can be 
added to perfection, All that.we can ever do; in ithe 


‘ omnipotent strength and grace of Christ, all that she 


himself does through us, adds nothing to his glory and 
honor, but only reveals the honor and glory that. are 
and always. shall be his, Our Christ is not, merely 


. wonderfully - lovely, or very lovely ; ‘‘he is altogether 


lovely." That is why he satisfies us as noone else 
can. He honors us by his willingness to make.us chan- 
nels through which he discloses his loveliness and glory 
to others. Have we realized what the love-of Christ 
for his own means when he whose glory can never be 
added to says, ‘‘I am glorified in them’’ ? 


< 


Expectations 


But the old days were’ the better days. To-day 
there are situations which once they would have cast 
upon God in the conviction that he cared about them; 
now they seem to be experiences one must look out for 
himself, Or perhaps one is taking them as a part of 
life’s discipline, and is bracing himself to bear what 
God would be dnly too glad to chafige. Some one criti- 
cised Dr. Pusey’s religion by saying that he regarded 
his sins too much ‘’as a burden for himself to carry 
rather than as a load for grace to remove.’ We are 
all putting up with things that ought to be changed. 
We grow ceremonious with our Father in heaven and 
do not wish to trouble him too much, and if some of 
us should take strict accountof our prayers, and réally 
look carefully into what we are asking, we shouid find 
that our prayers do not measure up at all to wliat a 
Christian’s expectations ought to be. Our prayers are 
often unworthy of us, and unworthy of our Father in 
heaven, in the low range of expectation and the mea- 
ger spirit of trust and adventure which they reveal. 

That we should ever ask too much is a _ possibility 
which the Bible never contemplates, yet we soon stop 
praying as if it were something easily pressed too far. 
And often we imagine we have prayed a great deal 
for some end when in reality we have merely brushed 
the matter with the extremities of our attention and 
desire instead of grappling. with it with all the inten- 
sity of our hearts. It is true we have prayed many 
times about some issue in our lives which remains un- 
settled ; we have often mentioned it to be sure, but 
one finds that there are some issues in life where 
prayer has to be a veritable campaign. It may have 
to cover a whole season: in dur lives. We have got to 
have it out with God, And how few things we carry 
tothat point. Prayer has a plaice in our lives, it may 
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even have a prominent place, but has it yet gotten 
pre-eminence? 

All of us are taking as God's denials or indifference 
many things in our lives about which we have not yet 
prayed enough to get his answer. There are changes 
which we need tremendously, there are assistances 
and deliverances, there are solutions of questions in 
our lives, there are victories which we ought not to go 
without, and yet we are stinting our expectations 
about these things and are getting ready to do with- 
out them and to arrange life some other way, Our 
lives are saddened and sometimes paralyzed by the 
feeling that they have reached their limit, and that 
God does not intend any further development. 

But sometimes men break into this whole realm 
anew. Driven by their necessity and their failure, 
and drawn by the great promises which never abate 
an iota of their fulness, men go at it again, Someone 
has said that genius was simply a prolonged adoles- 
cence in which a man keeps on acting as if he were 
young, as if he were just finding things out, as if he 
were just entering upon the discovery of life and 
truth. Our whole life ought to be a prolonged adoles- 
cence in the things of the spirit, and adolescence 
never stints its expectations, 

The world, and average views,-which are always 
low, and are made still iower by every one who tries 
to take an average view, will make our spiritual hopes 
a very cut and dried affair. We often think, too, 
that we have done all we can and have exhausted all 
our resources, but we know better. We let Christ in 
again, we listen once more to his earnest words, and 
what seemed set and fixed becomes plastic and 
changeable. The question that seemed closed be- 
comes again an open question. We forsake our tense 
and narrow thoughts about our possibilities, and we 
take his instead, and life.opens uy to us again. In 





From the Cuban Telephone Manager 
An out-and-out Christian in a Latin-American 
community is an unusual experience for the commu- 
nity. When he applies his Christian principles to 
the conduct of an everyday commercial business, the 
surprises increase. The story of a young Christian 
telephone manager's *‘ Capture of a Cuban City "’ was 
told by Dr. John T. Faris in The Sunday School 
Times of April 10. For several years this young 
Cuban Christian, Luis Berenguer, has been making 
his impress on Santiago in his touch on the business 
world there, The many readers of the Times who 
must have. been profoundly impressed by the ‘* sen- 
sational’’ record (supernatural Christianity is always 
sensational) will be interested to know that a letter to 
Dr. Faris from Mr, Berenguer states that he has left 
the employ of the telephone company, after being 
assured that it was God's will that he should do so, 
and is pledged to enter the Young Men's Christian 
Association work when this is reinaugurated in Ha- 
vana, in a new building there, next fall. Part of the 
time meanwhile Mr. Berenguer expects to spend in 
the United States, for rest, recreation, and study. 
May the prayers of God's people be offered for his 
continued guidance, empowering and service in 


Christ. 
ya 


Did the Boy David Know 
He Was to be King? 


A New Brunswick business man writes to Profes- 
sor W. H. Griffith Thomas: 


I have taken ‘The Sunday School Times for some thirty 
youn, and during all of these years no writer for the Times 
as invited my admiration more than you have ; especially 
on the present course of Old ‘Testament lessons. It is, 
therefore, with confidence that I take the liberty of sub- 
mitting for your consideration and opinion the enclosed 
list of questions, and suggestions. 

1. Is not this title of the Sunday-school lesson for April 
11, ‘David Anointed King,"" misleading, inasmuch as 
David was not anointed king for more than ten years after 
the date of that lesson ? 

2. Did Samuel give David, .or Jesse, or any one any in- 
timation that this anointing was unto the kingship ? 

3. ‘The reading of r Samuel 16 appecrs to indicate that 
he did not. . 

4. Did not the anointing indicate a spiritual endow- 
ment, but not necessarily a political promotion, nor any 
specific thing? 

5. ‘The reading of the first three verses of chapter 16 
clearly indicates that.it was not God's purpose to have 
Samuel proclaim or intimate the kingship of David. ‘This 
was.a matter for development. 

6. If David had then been told that he was thus des- 
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many directions we may look and see that our main 
trouble is that we have stinted our expectations, and 
are not really looking and planning for anything bet- 
ter. It may be quite unconscious, it may take time 
to discover that it is so, but the fact is we do not really 
look for any change. And when we do not, then the 
Christian life becomes a torment. 

The Christian life grows by meeting great issues in 
the power of Christ. There may have come into your 
life at the present time an issue which seems to you to 
block any further progress, You may have prayed 
feebly a few times over it. What real prayer over it 
may be you do not yet know. In your life there are 
great needs which you are now sadly trying to get 
used to. You no longer mention them, But you 
may get an entirely new hold upon them. You may 
come at them from a new angle. Make someof these 
things the objective of a whole season in your spiritual 
life. Take God at his word. The greater the help in 
the past, the greater still must be the help in the future. 
Henry. Melvill once preached a sermon on ‘‘ The 
Creativeness of Expectation.’’.. May it not be that the 
present low and discouraged state of many a Christian 
is due to the fact that that creative power has really 
stopped in his life? 





tined to be king would it’not have had a different effect 


on his, conduet between the time of that anointing and the 
time.of his actual anointing as king of Judah, some ten or 
eleven years later, as mentioned in 2 Samuel 2 and 5 ? 

7. Are not our opinions of ‘this matter liable to consid- 
erably influence our estimates of the Davidic character 
and development during the years of the period between 
his first anointing and his coronation ? 


Professor Griffith Thomas’ reply, sent in a personal 
letter of appreciation and fellowship, answers these 
questions so satisfyingly that it is now shared here with 
other readers of the Times : 


I think I cannot do better than state my points one by 
one, even though they do not exactly agree in number with 
yours. 

1. It is perfectly clear that Samuel knew what God in- 
tended when he was sent to anoint David. ‘This was the 
divine indication to his servant the prophet after the sad 
circumstances connected with Saul. 

2. But David's father and brother pretty certainly did 
not know, at any rate, the full meaning of what Samuel 
had done, but only that the anointing meant some special 
service for God. 

3. In the same way it is quite clear to me that David did 
not know fully what was intended. He was a mere boyat 
this time, and, for this reason, years would be needed for 
testing and training him. He could only have realized 
that the intention was that some special service for God 
was indicated. 

4 ‘The anointing seems to have been the outward and 
visible symbol of divine appointment and commission. 
No doubt there was included a special endowment for 
spiritual life and work; but certainly the ordinary anointing 
meant appointment to some special duty. 

5. ‘The words of David's brother, Eliab, in 17 : 28 show 
some jealousy of David, and may possibly have in mind 
the anointing and. the consciousness that something was 
going to happen. 

6. It was evidently not lon 
ized what David was to be. 
28 : 17. 

7. Jonathan also very early realized what David would 

. See 20: 14-16; 23: 17. 

8. Abigail also was evidently aware of what would han- 
pen. See 25:30. This seems to show that the knowl- 
edge was spreading, and that there was, very possibly, a 
general idea that David would be Saul's successor. All 
this indicates that the matter gradually came out, whether 
by information or by inference from circumstances. 

9. There is no difficulty about the private anointing of 
David in chapter 16, because you will remember that 
there was a private anointing of Saul, first of all (1 Sam. 
10), before the public appointment (and perhaps also 
anointing) as king. 

to. So that the title of the lesson for April 11 is not 
wrong in view of the fact that it was the divine intention 
and purpose to make David king. ‘Fhere is,no doubt that 
in the mind of God it was an anointing as king, and Sam- 
uel knew this, though for obvions circumstances the news 
could not possibly be announced and made public and 
general. 


The New Brunswick reader is undoubtedly correct 
in suggesting that, if David had been told at. the. out- 


before Saul himself real- 
See 18 : 8; 20: 31 } 24: 20; 


set that hey 
would ha’ 
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ler God's appointment as ‘this 


; affected him di tly from the simple 
know thas that Gos had cfilim Wien so tome aginbel 


ate <4 ened es David sm put to the more 
i t test during those intervening years of persecu- 
tion, through his uncertainty as to the actual outcome. 
He had to trust God as the rest of us have to trust God. 
Our estimate of David's character and development 
must take this into account. The triumph of his final 
trust and restoration, after his failures, is the more 
notable and blessed an evidence of the triumph of God’ s 
faithfulness to him, 
Hx 


Make It Unanimous! 


Enclored find check for one dollar and ten cents, for 
which please send me ‘‘ Outdoors, Indoors, and Up the 
Chimney,’’ by Charles Mcllvaine. Also the 1915 Bible 
Success Band Booklet. If you do not have to pay ex- 
change there will be twenty cents left, and whatever is left 
I'd like to have that applied to the ‘‘ Trumbull Hall 
Fund."’ I have wanted to send something ever since I 
read about it, but did not feel I could send a dollar. So 
I was so glad to read, ‘‘ Make It Unanimous,” for then I 
thought, I can add my mite and feel that I have had a 
share, and will add my prayers.—A MISSOURI READER. 
‘«Trumbull Hall,’’ named by the Trustees of The 

Moody Bible Institute of Chicago for the former Ed- 
itor of The Sunday School Times, the late H. Clay 
Trumbull, is part of the prayerful, God-led effort of 
that great evangelistic institution to provide for the 
increasing demands made upon it to train and equip 
and send out soul-winners into the fields of the whole 
world in these days of unprecedented need and oppor- 
tunity. . D, L. Moady founded The. Moody Bible 
Institute, that there might be a place where men and 
women who had accepted God's call to rescue lives 
from eternal death, through heralding the ‘gospel of 
Jesus Christ, might be thoroughly trained in a knowl- 
edge of the English Bible and in methods of evangel- 
istic work. The history 6f the institution has been 
blessed beyond human reckoning. Its story, and the 
story of the lives and work of its graduates, is like a 
new book of the Acts. The present capacity of the 
Institute is greatly overcrowded. In its largest lecture- 
room students have been sitting on window-sills and 
on the floor of the platform, and even then some have 
had to stand during the lectures. A new: Administra- 
tion’ Building is planned, and the Trustees wish to 
fame the assembly room in this new building * Trum- 
bull Hall,”’ dedicating it to the memory of Meody’s 
long-time friend and co-worker. Trumbull Hall will 
cost $50,000. Readers of The Sunday School'Times 
by an enthusiastic expression of their views have ap- 
proved the plan to name it Trumbull Hall.’ They are 
asked to assist in furnishing the cost of this hall as 
God shall lead them, It was recently suggested, in 
one of the Institute’s announcements in The Sunday 
School Times, that the Times’ readers ‘‘make it 
unanimous,’’ either by every one giving something, 
no matter how small, or if that is not possible then 
getting some one else to give. The Sunday School 
Times is grateful to the Missouri reader for doing her 
part. ' 


=< 
How “an Evil Spirit from God”? 


Will you explain 1 Samuel 19: 9, ‘‘And the evil spirit 
from Jehovah was upon Saul,’’ etc.; also 18:10, ''An 
evil spirit from God came mightily upon Saul,”’ etc. 
Please explain how an evil spirit can come from_God, who 
is the source of all good and not of evil. See James1: 
1% ‘Let no man say when he is tempted, I am temipted 
of God ; for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he him- 
self tempteth no man.’’—A SOUTH DAKOTA READER. 
God judges men by what he permits, as well as by 

what he himself does. The Bible from beginning to 
end makes it plain that, while man has free-will, the 
course of events good and bad is working cut under 
the sovereignty of God. So when a man like Saul, 
given every opportunity by God to make a success of 
his life, turns against God, the judgment of God 
against that man is plainly seen through what God 
permits him to do and what God allows to come into 
his life. Evil spirits are a mighty factor in this pres- 
ent world, which is under the permitted and tempo- 
rary dominion of Satan, ‘‘the prince of this world’’ 
(John 12: 31). As God allowed the Assyrians, the 
enemies of God, to bring judgment upon God’s own 
people Israel, so God evidently allowed .an evil spirit, 
an enemy of God, to bring judgment upon Saul by 
working havoc in his life. Professor Griffith Thomas 
commented on Saul’s experience, ‘It is described as 
‘from Jehovah’ because it partook of the ‘nature of 
divine judgment. Perhaps it was something. like 
demeniacal possession in the. New Testament.’’ / The 
evil was not God’s work ; it was permitted by God as 
the result of Saul’s work. 
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school party on its tour of South America 





By Frank L. Brown 


How a Chilean Girl Voiced South America’s Plea 


Chile’s greatness and her great need as seen by the Sunday- 


Joint General Secretary of the World’s 
Sunday School Association 





E FOUND many German ships interned in the 
harbor of Valparaiso as the Kroonland dropped 
anchor after the long run along the Chilean 

coast. There is a magnificent sweep to this harbor, 
The business section of the city lies along the level of 
the wharves, the residences occupying the hills, 
which command a fine view, and the ascent to which 
is by lifts or short cog railways. From these hills the 
night view of the city and harbor, brightened by a 
myriad of electric lights, is superb. 

English and German business. interests are strong 
here. Women act as conductors in the tram service, 
and:are certainly courteous. ‘The Chilean women are 
among the handsomest in South America. The 
fashion and beauty of the city is on parade from five- 
thirty to seven o'clock, as isusual in Spanish ‘cities, 
one of the principal avenues, or f/azas, being selected 
for this purpose. . Drunkenness is greater in Chile than 
in any other point of South America. The ill-care of 
children causes a high death rate. The Catholic 
Church here is ‘heavily endowed and government sup- 
ported, but freedom of worship is granted, and the 
"Presbyterian and Methodist missions are very effective, 

-. not simply at Valparaiso, but at Santiago, Concepcion, 
and all along this coast, and the educational work of 
the missions is among the best in South America. 

The problem of the. missions here, as in: other 
parts of this great continent, is to reach the educated 
and wealthy classes. The mission work was. started 
among the poor, and it is this class that now form the 
bulk. of the. church .membership. There are, of 
course, notable exceptions, and there are a. number of 
men of.the better class attached to the.church,-and a 
still larger number who, while not affiliated with the 
Protestant. Church, ‘have broken with the State Church, 
and can be reached by. the right. methods of approach 
by an educated ministry, and through buildings: and 
music that will meet the Spanish artistic ideal. Union 
effort may. be needed to establish churches of . this 
character with a ministry that will appeal to the 
higher. classes. ._The «Methodist Church at .Monte- 
video is an instance. of what can be accomplished 
through the right appeal. 

The Chilean ideal of education, inherited from the 
Spanish, is to train the young men for the professions, 
as Jawyers, doctors, and for political positions. As a 
consequence these professions are overcrowded. They 
are often made the opportunity of oppression, and 
public office is too largely the occasion to get, rich 
quickly. Industrial education has been neglecfed, 
and the rich and the poor. are in. sharp contrast, al- 
though there is a growing middle class. 


A New Thing for South America’s Girls 
The education of girls is to fit them solely for mar- 
riage, and this education ceases at the age of fifteen 
or sixteen, The native girls cannot comprehend the 
ambition of American girls for college education with 
service as a large objective. The girls, lacking this 
ambition, are superficial and indolent in their studies, 
But parents of the better class bring their girls quite 
freely to our Christian schools, because of the. moral 
atmosphere, the excellent educational advantages, 
‘ and the wholesome influence of the teachers of these 
’ schools,. This gives us in Chile, as well as othe: parts 
of'South America, an opportunity to form the home 
ideals of the future mothers and to train a leadership 
for Sunday-schoo! service. Now that Dr. Hamill’s 
Legion of Honor Course and Mr. Spilman’s training 
book are in Spanish, a course is ready for this train- 
ing. And some splendid spiritual results have been 
evident. In the Methodist Girls’ School at Santiago, 
headed by Mr. Shelley, a notable revival last year 
helped a number of the girls to decide for Christ. 
The Sunday-school ‘sentiment of Valparaiso found 
expression in two notable meetings during our stay, 
at the Presbyterian and Methodist churches.. The 


greetings read from American Sunday-school leaders, | 


from Mr. H. J. Heinz, Mr. E. K. Warren, Dr. Geo. W. 
Bailey, Mr. Marion Lawrance, Mr. Arthur M.-Harris, 
Mr. W. N. Hartshorn, and the World's Sunday 
School salute were responded to with great enthasi- 
asm, and they were glad to learn of-the progress of 
the Sanday-school work of the world and the special 
plans initiated by the World's Sunday School Associa- 
tion for their-help in the engaging’ of» the Rev. 
George P. Howard as secretary for South America. : 


' their- hidden - treasures. 





A Pair Worth Saving 





“Tell them. that. there still remain in this conti- 
nent thousands of children that have never stood 
, on the.threshold of a Sunday-school, and that they 
cease.not in their efforts to make them all came in, 
- that they .may become as we, disciples of Jesus 
Christ.’’ This was part of the message that South 
America’s.Sunday-school children asked the vis- 
itors from.the United States of América to take to 
the Christians of their.cauntry. The receiving of 
..this. plea marked one of the impressive moments 
in the experiences of the Sunday-school tour party 
which recently. explored South America’s . need 
- under the leadership of Frank L. Brown. 








While we had larger meetings in South America, 
nowhere was the enthusiasm greater than in these 
two audiences of about seven hundred each.’ In 
leaving, the whole audience came to the front to shake 
hands, expressing in choice Spanish their prayer 
for journeying mercies and a happy and prosperous 
time. 

But the most impressive incident of those meetings 
at Valparaiso occurred at the closing meeting, when a 
beautiful Chilean girl, about nine years-old, recited 
with -dramatic gesture, perfect intonation, and fre- 
quently- with uplifted eye, the welcome of the chil- 
dren. It was very touching, and was of course in 
Spanish. I produce it in English : 


In the name of the children of the Sunday-school I give 
you most cordial welcome. We rejoice in your visit, be- 
cause you come to our land moved by a noble purpose. 

We show to you our wide seas and lofty mountains, our 
fertile fields, our beautiful and active city, that offer the 
traveler magnificent landscapes, and attractive fields to the 
manufacturer and merchant who can appreciate and find 
But of greater value than the 
treasures of these seas, these fields, and these- mountains, 
are the hearts of thousands of children that have been 
snatched away from ignorance and vice, and who now re- 
joice in the blessed teachings of Jesus Christ. 

We wish -you would convey to the Christian people of 
your country our most sincere gratitude. It was they who 
sent us the light of the gospel. They sent us the first 
teachers. who organized the first Sunday-schoois where we 
have received- our education as disciples of our blessed 
Saviour, Tell them that their work has not been in vain, 
that the seed that they sowed with so many secrifices has 
given rich and abundant fruit. Tell them that there still 
remain in this continent thousands of children that have 
never stood on the threshold of a Sunday-school, and that 
they cease not in--their efforts to make them all come in, 


that they may become as we, disciples of Jesus Christ. 


Surely that appeal, voiced through the lips of that 
Chilean girl, will not. go unheeded. As she stepped 
down from the platform, I told of the work of the 


- children: of Werth America in sending a million Tes- 
-taments to the European soldiers, and presented her 


with .the Bible -bookmark of the World’s, Sunday 
School. Association. , we 
A-most- interesting conference. was held. under. the 


direction of Dr. Spinning for native and foreign work- 
ers to promote interest in the Panama Conference of 
February, 1916, and to ascertain the Sunday-school 
needs of Chili. 

From Valparaiso the Kroonland rounded the point 
of South America through the Straits of Magellan. 
It was a perfect day in the Straits, The moun- 
tains with glacial formations stretched out on either 
side for the entire day, and the stop at Puenta Arenas, 
the most southerly city in the world and a smagt place, 
was a delightful experience, A Methodist missionary 
is here. At Valparaiso I had taken dinner with a 
lady missionary who had for years worked among the 
Indians of the Terra del Fuego group at this end of 
the continent, where the Indian women are the burden 
bearers, They dive for fish, row the boats, and gen- 
erally become the providers of the home. Darwin 
made two voyages about the Horn. He spoke of the 
Indians of the Terra del Fuego Islands as incapable 
of improvement. But after his visit a Christian cap- 
tain started a mission among these Indians, and Dar- 
win, on his second visit, was so impressed with their 
advance under Christian influences that he corrected 
his opinion and became a regular contributor to the 
work of the missionary society having this work in 
charge. 

Patagonia, which We knew as no man’s land in our 
early days, is now divided between Chile and Argen- 
tina, and cattle and furs are now produced from that 
barren spot, and the mines are paying their to]l of 
gold. Indians are still the chief inhabitants. 

While the Kroonland was on its way to Buenos 
Aires by way of the Straits, a number of us made the 
short cut across the Andes by way of Santiago, Los 
Andes, and over the mountains and across. the plains 
of Argentina. From Valparaiso Santiago is reached 
in four hours, It is Chile’s capital and a city of 
600,000 population. The parks and J/azas are the 
finest in Western South America. The chief avenues 
are clean, broader than in Valparaiso ; some of the 
avenues, are boulevards ornamented with fountains, 
palms, and flower gardens. The exterior ornamenta- 
tion of the buildings here, as at Valparaiso, with 
balcony effects, expresses the Spanish ideal, —namely, 
show and. effect without due attention to interior 
results, 

Santiago is encircled with hills. On the summit of 
one of these hills is a statue of the Virgin Mary as the 
city’s protector. At the center of the city is a hill 
with many rock-facings. One of Santiago's citizens 
bought this hill, and has converted it into,.one of 
South America’s beauty spots, with winding. paths, 
vines, shrubs, outlooks, rest-spots, and a staircase as 
an approach which is the most ornate construction on 
the western coast. ; ‘ 

Under the direction of Dr, Teeter and Dr. McLean 
three meetings were arranged for Santiago, one a con- 
ference and two public gatherings. The last meeting 
packed Dr. McLean's church, which was decorated 
with Chilean and American flags. This constant 
evidence of the friendship of the two Americas was 
very impressive. Each of the Kroonland party wore, 
in each of these countries, a small American flag and 
the flag of the country visited. 


Chile’s German-Trained Soldiers 

Chile’s military prowess has produced a strong 
national spirit. I watched the march of a Chilean 
regiment through one of the streets of Santiago, They 
were German trained. The Chilean boys are rather 
undersized, but they marched well, and are drawn 
largely from the descendants of the Indians in Southern 
Chile who so successfully withstood the generals of 
Pizarro, and who were never conquered. 

Chile was feeling keenly the financial disturbance 
due to the war, The. national Jeso, with a normal 
value of 37 cents gold, had shrunk to a value of 16 
cents gold, with all the consequent economic difficul- 
ties affecting all purchases, labor, etc. 

On the ride from Santiago to Los Andes, from 
which point train is taken for the trip over the Andes, 
I was seated with a Catholic priest. He knew no 
English and I knew but little Spanish, but he knew 
I was one of the Kroonland party, and so showed me 
items in the Santiago paper which he thought would 
interest me, such. as a-.picture of. the opening of the 
Panaina Exposition, and: a cartoon of. Bryan with the 








, Seats. 


. in the lead, followed closely by the P. O. of A.,, 

women’s order, until all had shaken his hand and 

|. were waiting for the clerks to make out the cards, It 
was the most dramatic incident of the campaign, 
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dead dove of peace in hishand. Then I gave him the 
Spanish numerals in English, and we exchanged words 
for different objects, and, ended, of course, with 
muchas gracias (‘‘many ‘thanks’’). Remembering 
Dr. Trumbull’s ‘* Individual Work for Individuals,’’ 
I was sorry time and language limitations did not 
permit a heart-to-heart talk on Chile’s real needs and 
how to meet them with the reconstructive power of a 
living Christ. The priests in South America are 
quite ready to talk. 

It is a sad reflection and a serious indictment that 
after hundreds of years of absolute political and reli- 
gious control by the Catholic church, the moral and 
intellectual darkness of the people as a mass is so 
great and the Bible still a closed book, and so many of 
the educational and national leaders indifferent or 
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hostile to the church. But the British and American 
Bible Societies are sowing South America with the 


Scriptures despite the constant: opposition of the 


priesthood, Only a short while ago there was a pub- 
lic burning of Bibles bya priest in the interior of 
Brazil, and I have in my hands the letter of a colpor- 
teur who was ordered out of town by the priest of a 
village. Some native drummers, however, visiting 
the place, bought the colporteur’s stock of books, and 
they were distributed by their direction broadcast as 
bread upon the waters. 

At Los Andes we were all tumbled into one hotel, 
three or four to the room, for the Trans-Andean train 
runs but. once a week, and this taxes the capacity of 
the hotel. In the morning we are ready early for the 
climb over the backbone of a continent. 





Saloon-keepers church-members feeling 
rey By eee ee 





Dramatic Moments in Paterson’s Revival 


By Burton H. Allbee 





EE, see, Rody, we've got them coming ; we've 
got them started! They are coming, they 
are all coming. Look, Rody, they are here !"’ 

Billy Sunday had given the invitation at the close 
of his Saturday evening sermon on ‘‘ Hidden Among 
the Stuff.’’ Five hundred members of the Patriotic 
Order of Americans and Patriotic Order Sons of 
America marched down the sawdust trail in a body, 
headed by the redoubtable Jack Cardiff, waving an 
American flag. 

When Cardiff reached the front of the platform 
Billy’ snatched the flag, waved it over his head, 
plunged into his little pit, and began shaking hands, 
all the time swinging the flag over the heads of those 
who, marched by him to their places on the penitents’ 
Now and then he would turn to the choir and 
shout, ‘* Wave the flag." Meanwhile the choir was 
singing ‘‘ America,’’ ‘*‘ Hold the Fort,’’ ‘‘ Revive us 
Again,'’ and other stirring hymns, and still the 
marchers came, and still Billy swung his flag and 
urged the personal workers to greater efforts. 

‘On they came, the P. 0.’S. of A., the men’s order, 
the 


Twenty-two thousand people, at two services, listened 


p spélibound to Billy's denunciation of certain modern 


amusements, Probably one-quarter of this number 
were from out of town. His terrible arraignment of 
present-day amusements caused his audience to shud- 
der with its intensity. Men and women all over the 
house gasped and gritted their teeth when they realized 
just what it meant. One young married woman, a 
member of a church, who has lived what ler friends 
considered a perfectly clean and blameless life, went 
home and threw all her cards in the fire. Two other 
women of irreproachable character followed her ex- 
ample. Many who have been dancers in a moderate 
way declared that they are done, Others will not 
again attend the theaters. It is worthy of note that 
many of these are not trail-hitters. Some who have 
followed Billy throughout his campaign have declared 
that this sermon apparently had a more powerful in- 
fluence over his hearers than any other single one. 


ATERSON has less use for the ‘‘ Brewer's Big 
Hosses "* than ever before. The time for issuing 
retail liquor licenses expired May 8. Up to that 

time 329 licenses had been issued, as compared with 
498 at the same time last year. The city govern- 
ment may indeed permit some extension of this time 
and more may still come in, but as this is written 
well-informed observers say that the number wili fall 
at least one hundred short of last year. It would not be 
quite fair to the Law and Order League, which has 
done yeomen’s service during the year in complaining 
against, and securing the conviction of, saloon-keepers 
who have violated the law, to ascribe this change in 
conditions to Billy Sunday's work alone, but he has 
exerted a powerful influence upon the situation, and 
his campaign here has had much to do with this great 
reduction. Paterson has been cursed for years with 
twice ‘the number of saloonsin proportion to the popu- 


“ lation wkich have existed in most other cities. 


The liquor salesmen who cover the city say that they 
have never had to work so hard to sell beer and 
whiskey as they have since Billy Sunday came. He 
has one or two sermons more against ‘‘ booze,’’ and 


no one can predict what the effect will be. The retail 
druggists, with two exceptions, have notified the city 
government that they will not renew their liquor 
licenses, Saloon-keepers and wholesale dealers in 


the city are in a panic. Many are offering their 


places for sale at a sacrifice, and some would seem to 
be almost ready to close up. their business regardless 
of whether they can sell or not. Billy Sunday may 
not be a temperance advocate, but no avowed tem- 
perance worker ever frightened the liquor interests in 
this vicinity as he has done; yet, as he insists, it is 
only an incident in his real evangelistic work. 


Among the recent trail-hitters was a prominent 
druggist who has a prosperous store on Broadway, the 
most aristocratic residence street in the city. He im- 
mediately issued a statement that his store would ‘not 
be open Sundays, even for the filling of prescriptions, 
after a certain date. The store has also a sub-station 
of the post-office, and stamps can no longer be ob- 
tained there on Sunday, His contention is that since 
so many physicians are filling their own prescriptions 
it is no. more necessary for a retail druggist to keep 
open Sunday than it is for a dry goods man or a gro- 
cer. - In making this decision he loses a very large 


soda-water trade, a liberal confectionery business, and. 


considerable miscellaneous sales in his various de- 
partments. He has faith that he will not lose any- 
thing by this move, 


O* a recent trip into the country some twenty or 
thirty miles I found that the talk was princi- 
pally of Billy Sunday and his wonderful Paterson 
campaign. A great many have visited the tabernacle, 
and have understood what they were discussing, Others 
have not, and only knew from what they heard their 
neighbors say and what they read in the news- 
papers. The church in this small town had felt the 
impetus of the tabernacle movement in increased 
membership and in the growth of the Sunday-school. 
The religious interest even so far away is at almost 
fever heat. The newspapers have played a great 
part in this campaign, All four of the Paterson 
papers have printed the sermons complete. These 
papers are widely distributed in the surrounding terri- 
tory and have carriéd Mr. Sunday’s message into 
every home. And the sermons have been read, 
Often a group of friends gather and one will read for 
the benefit of the others, 

That newspaper sermons are effective in reaching 
the unconverted is shown by a letter from Porto Rico, 
which tells of the conversion of a family in that far- 
away island through reading the story of the campaign 
and the sermons in one of the Paterson papers, The 
secular newspapers, through spreading abroad Mr. 
Sunday’s message as news, are doing a work that it is 
impossible fully to estimate. 

The total attendance at this writing has-reached 
nearly six hundred thousand, or substantially four 
times the total population of the city. Of that num- 
ber at least one-third have come from out of town, 
some of them for more than one hundred miles.. The 
attendance on Sunday, May 9, was over thirty thou- 
sand, or about one-fourth the population of the city. 
The collections to date, including those for local chari- 
ties, have aggregated more than $30,000. Over nine 
thousand have hit the siwdust trail. Probably half 
as many more have hit the trail in churches outside 
the tabernacle. 

Parerson, N. J. 
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Reaching the “ Outside”’ Boys and 
Girls with Vacation Bible Schools 


Are they planned for your town? 
By C. W. Baines 








R. ROBERT G. BOVILLE of New York City, 
fourteen years ago (1901), added to the Sunday- 
school’s work what is now known as the Daily 

Vacation Bible School. Mr. Boville’s attention was 
drawn to the need of bringing together in a helpful 
way the idle children of the streets and alleys of that 
city, the unoccupied church-buildings and workers, 
and the unemployed students and instructors from 
our schools and colleges during vacation time. 

Mr. Boville surmised that in a Daily Vacation Bible 
School with six weeks’ session as many Bible lessons 
could be taught as the ordinary Sunday-school teaches 
in. seven months, and for many of these children 
this school might be their only opportunity to get 
a knowledge of God’s Word, There were during 
the week-days scores of idle church-buildings, ‘‘a 
constant arraignment of our little faith’’; many 
of them admirably adapted for use in training these 
children ; much equipment that could be utilized, 
all standing idle, untaxed, and unemployed just 
‘* because no man hath hired’’ them, There were 
plenty of teachers during vacation time who might be 
secured to take these idle children into the vacant 
church buildings and instruct them. It is a work of 
choice Christian fellowship, i in which the little citizens 
of the tenements join with the earnest Christian col- 
lege men and women for mutual helpfulness, affording 
wholesome and useful occupations for the otherwise 
idle hands of thousands of children. 

The work was begun by opening five New York City 
churches for Daily Vacation Bible Schools, The 
curriculum of these schools consisted of manual work, 
gospel songs, organized play, and Bible study,. which 
went hand-in-hand, and for the first time were com- 
bined in the curriculum of a single school session, 

From the very beginning these Daily Vacation 
Bible Schools were strikingly successiul, indicating 
that they meet a real need, and appeal toa class of 
children who have been, largely, neglected by.the Sun- 
day-schools. New York City’s successful experience 
with the five original Daily Vacation Bible, Schools 
was soon ‘‘noised abroad,’’ and it was not long until 
the Macedonian cry to come over and help us was 
heard from other cities for the introduction of this most 
fascinating Sunday-school summer activity. 

In these short fourteen years the work bas expanded 
unti! now mary thousand boys from homes of culture 
and refinement are annually enrolled in these schools, 
in addition to the city gamin. Similar schools are to 
be found in at least one hundred and fifty cities of the 
United ‘States, and in 1914, under the plan of the 
Daily Bible School Association, Incorporated,. there 
were conducted 295 regularly organized schools located 
in 66 cities and towns, having an enrolment of 64,535 
children with a corps of 1,940 teachers, The demand 
for the extension of the work is far beyond the Asso- 
ciation’s income for extension purposes. The schools 
are generally supported by the Sunday-schools, 
churches, cotleges, or kindred organizations, —some- 
times by philanthropic individuals, The average Cost 
is about $1 per scholar enrolled for the six, weeks’ 
session, 

The term of these schools is generally six ‘weeks, 
beginning with the Monday following the Fourth of 
July. A fully equipped school would have, say, a 
director and four student teachers regularly employed, 
—alert Christian college men and women, inspired 
with the spirit of Christian social service. However, 
a very large number of the teachers are volunteers 
from the Sunday-schools and colleges, One student 
teacher serves as principal or director, and a teacher 
is directly in charge of the manual training, music, 
Bible story, and kindergarten sections, Many suc- 
cessful schools are now conducted entirely by volun- 
teer workers from the Sunday-schools participating. 

The interest of the children in these schools is one 
of the most stimulating aspects of the work. Last 
year they contributed 35,000 of) their pennies to ex- 
tend the work into new localities, one city in Pennsyl- 
vania sending 8,000 pennies. 

The Daily Vacation Bible School that made only a 
lot of baskets, hammocks, and manual training articles 
would ‘be a failure indeed. Their most enduring 
produets are better boys and girls, who reverence 
God’s Word and things holy,—the Bible story period 
never fails to give new life to the old, eld story. New 
ideals of life are caught from the daily ‘‘ habit talks,” 
and love for their country heretofore unknown is in- 
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spived by the daily ‘salute to Old Glory" and: the 
patyigtic songs learned. Nor would the scheot ‘be 
cansidered as having reached its aim if these children 
appropriated to their own pleasure all the articles 
maie. Most of the articles made in these schools are 
dowated to children’s homes and hospitals, orphan- 
ages, and to city missions. It means much to have 
a street boy spend his time knitting a beautiful ham- 
mock, and then send it to a crippled child in the 
hospital ! 

For superintendents who would like to undertake a 
Daily Vacation Bible School in connection with their 
Sunday-school activities next summer the following 
suggestions may prove helpful : 

Get in touch with the Daily Vacation Bible School 
Association, Incorporated, 40 Bible House, New York 
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Gity, fram which fall infornnatien can be obtained. 

Procure a copy of the Association's manual, —‘‘ Syl- 

labus and Suggestions and Kindergarten Guide."’ 
luserest your minister. Get your church, parish 


- house, or Sunday-school rooms opened for the school. 


Secure volunteer teachers from your public and Sun- 
day-schools or colleges. 

Collect funds to support the school and to pay 
teachers where a sufficient number of volunteers can- 
not be enlisted. 

Gather sewing materials, ribbons, handkerchiefs, 
samples of cloth, cotton, etc. ; paper, cardboard, pic- 
tures, paper ribbon, remnants of wall-paper or sample 
books, raffia, hammock cord, etc. 

Pray that the way may be opened, 

Newport News, Va. 





The Preacher Who Gets a Hearing 


By George Wharton Pepper, LL.D. 7 


Voices from the crowd tell what influ- 
ences them in sermon and preacher 








“‘ What is the secret of his marvelous power?” was the surprised question of a visitor 
to the large congregation of a famous pastor; “he reads his sermon, and in the 


rear of the church he can scarcely be heard.” 


“If you were in trouble and had him 


call at your hone, you would understand,” one of the members explained. This 


preacher was “ Exhibit A to his own message.” 


Mr. Pepper applies this “exhibit 


test” and other searching tests to the preacher and his message as laymen view them. 


This is the second article in the series which 


ives the heart of this year’s Yale Lectures on Preaching. 


A special introductory rate of 50 cents for a six months’ subsc:iption is offered to ministers and others, 
which will insure the receiving of the remaining numbers of Mr. Pepper's series, and of the first two 
numbers as long as the supply lasts. The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 


COME back to the text which the preacher has an- 
nounced. Again I iffterrupt him with a question. 

«*« Why do so many preachers regularly begin their 
sermons by giving out a text?’’ He is polite enough 
to give me two answers. ‘In the first place,'’ he 
says, ‘‘it is to give notice to the congregation of the 
subject of the discourse. In the second place,’’ he 


explains, ‘‘it is to ground the sermon upon Holy’ 


Wri. 
These reasons do.not seem to me to ‘be conClusive. 

I venture to think it unfortunate that an unbending 

formula should control the beginning of the sermon. 


We who are accustomed to the argument of cases in ° 


court are aware that much of the effectiveness of the 
oral argument depends upon its opening. 
method of opening should differ according to the na- 
ture of the case. As one of the lawyers in the crowd, 
I suggest that the preacher should allow himself a 
similar liberty. In point of fact, the mere announce- 
ment of a text seldom conveys a definite idea of the 
preacher’ s topic. 

As to the second reason for announcing a text, I 
suygest that the way to ground a sermon on .Holy 
Writ is to ground it there, and not to announce that 
you are going to. . What a preacher can deduce from 
a text of Scripture is quite .as much a matter of his 
own ingenuity as what a lawyer can infer from_a clause 
of the Constitution... Merely to. quote the Constitu- 
tion to the Supreme Court of the United States gives 
to that august tribunal no assurance that the lawyer's 
contention is warranted by what he cites. 

My suggestion is that the sermon should be begun 
in the way most appropriate to the particular occa- 
sion, and that, more often than not, this will require 
some other opening than the announcement of a text 
from Scripture. 


It is probably impossiblé to obtain anything like a 


consensus respecting the order of importance of the 
various types of sermon. While these lectures were 
in preparation, a number of representative laymen of 
various communions, of different occupations, and of 
diverse temperaments were asked to express their 
views upon this point. The six types of sermon thus 
suggested for their consideration were these : 

Expositions of portions of Scripture with practical 
applications to daily life. 

Simple statements of Christian doctrine. 


Practical suggestions respecting Christian conduct 


and the moral law. 


Stirring appeals to forsake sin and take a stand for 
God. 


Philosophical discussions of problems of belief. 


Discussions of contemporary, social, political, and 
economic problems. 


Between the several voices in the crowd there was: 
little harmony. The order in which the six types. are- 
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The’ 


here stated corresponds in a general way with the order 
favored by those who expressed opinions. No single 
topic received a majority ot votes for any given posi- 
tion in the list. Nobody assigned to expositions of 
Scripture a place lower than third. ‘The only differ- 
ence of opinion respecting discussions of contemporary 
problems was as to whether they should rank fifth or 
sixth.. Nobody assigned first place to philosophic 


discussions of belief ; and their relegation to one of: 
the last two places was favored by a'majority. 


Almost 
all the voices recognized ‘the necessity of modifying 
the order of importance to meet the varying needs of 
diverse kinds of congregations. 

There is a recognized difference between the written 
and the spoken word in the matter of compelling 


power. The written word is the message only. The 
spoken word is the message plus the man. It is im- 


possible to exaggerate the. weight which the man in 
the pew attaches to the integrity of the preacher. Let 
the hearer even suspect that all is not well with the 
man who is exhorting him, and the message, however 
true, will have lost its penetrating power. The man 
in the crowd not only asks of the preacher's message, 
‘* Does it work in practise ?’’ but he insists upon in- 
quiring whether it works in the case of. the preacher 
himself. The man in the crowd is apt to declare that 
the preacher himself is Exhibit A to his own message. 
**T reject his advice,’’ he may say to himself, ‘‘if fol- 
lowing it will make me like him,’’ This is brutally 
frank, but it is the expression of a state of mind that 


_ must be reckoned with. 


The preacher must have lived in God's presence. 
If he is to open heaven to his hearers, he must him- 
selt be in the Spirit. 

It will not suffice, however, for him to be aware of 
God's presence and even to be a genuine embodiment 
of His message. It is absolutely. essential that he 
should have the common touch. He must be capable 
of identifying himself with his fellow-men. This ca- 
pacity he can acquire only by entering into their lives 
and by placing himself at their disposal. 

To gain his message the preacher must lose himself 
in God. To give it carrying power he must lose him- 
self in men. 

Said a distinguished layman to me not long ago, 
‘* The preachers that have done me the most good 
and left upon me the most lasting impression are those 
who have lifted me out of one kind of life and put me 
back into the other in a way that made me feel I 
was a part of both.’ And prophecy is effective not 
only because it informs the mind with the facts and 
the implications of the gospel, but also because it en- 
forces them by spiritual power. This, I suppose, is 
the reason why almost all laymen will tell you that 
they have been more impressed by the preaching. of 
very good men than by that of very able men. It is 
not the tvpe of the discourse, objectively considered, 
that is the important.thing....A;-commonplace and 
seemingly lifeless subject can be transfigured by the 
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touch of a preacher who: draws kis pewer from God 
and gives his heart'to his péopie. ; hae 

As I picture to myself the men who have influenced 
me from the pulpit 1 am impressed with two thoughts: 
their external diversity and their interior likeness, 
Memory calls before me a man dressed in monastic 
habit, an evangelist stripped of his coat, bishops in 
their robes of office, ministers clad in the Geneva 
gown, presbyters in cassock and surplice, and other 
presbyters in the costume of the street. But all: of 
these, however diverse their manifestations of -the 
Spirit, were real men, There was no nonsense about 
them, and they were as keenly responsive to the touch 
of God as they were quick to perceive the needs of the 
man in the crowd. 

Bearing in mind the common aim and character- 
istics of those men who, by the spoken Word, have 
influenced my friends and me for good, I think I may 
now venture upon a definition of preaching. 

Preaching, in its strictest sense, is the public use of 

speech with intent to reveal God to man. 
* And if the man’s knees are used as much as his 
head, he may be well. assured that in answer to earn- 
est supplication it will in that same hour be revealed 
to him what things he shall speak, 

There is a mistake that is made by most preachers. prob- 

ably more than any other one mistake, And it prevents 

them from revealing God to men. It is a mistake.preach- 
ers make about the man in the pew, and will be discussed 


in a searching way by Mr. Pepper in the third article of 
this series. 





———— 


Will Boys Read the Bible ? 


A plen worth trying at your boys’ summer canip 


By A. J. Churchill 
Secretary for Boys, Coatesville Y. M.C. A, 








A BOYS’ camp, forty to fifty boys here and there, 

in nooks and corners, under trees, and by the 

side of the stream, publicly and privately, each 

one intent upon reading a little book. Such isa scene 

that might have been witnessed at the summer camp 
of the Coatesville ‘Y.'M. C. A, 

How did it happen ? wo 

Fifty. Pictorial Pocket Testaments were donated by 
an interested lady, provided fifty boys could be se- 
cured to join The Pocket Testament League. ‘After 
thinking over several plans, it was decided to make 
the experiment at the boys’ camp. 

The first morning it was announced that a. Bible 
study course had been arranged, taking the Life of 
Christ as the subject. A show of hands revealed only 
two Testaments in camp. The League: pledge was 
read, Members promise to make it the rule of their 
lives to carry with them a Testament or Bible, and to 
read at least one chapter each day. An opportunity 
was given to join, and two or three responded. 

Next morning the same process resulted in several 
inquiries to see the pledge-card. There were lots of 
doubting Thomases. - ‘‘I- will never remember to 
change my Bible with my pants.’’ ‘I'll never re- 
member to reid my passage daily.’’ ‘*‘ Haven't got 
time.’’ All right, there was no urging. Next day a 
few more enrolled. There was now an opportunity 
given for a quiet hour in camp from 6.15 to 7. P.M. 
One of the leaders volunteered to be in charge of the 
headquarters tent for the purpose of helping out on 
any difficult subjects. The first evening there were 
several who came with their questions. 

Within a few days the entire batch of fifty Testa- 
ments had been given out. Several fellows decided 
upon a forward step in their Christian lives, and a cam- 
paign for daily Bible study was launched, 

‘«Where are you reading, Bud ?’’ asked one of the 
leaders one day as he came upon a boy reading his 
Testament. 

** Matthew 16,"’ was the reply. 
**So am I,”’ said the leader. 
gether. ‘Whom do men say that I the Son of man 

am?’ Bud, who do you say he is ?"’ 

‘*Why, Jesus Christ, of course.’’ 

‘*Do you believe in him as the Son of God ?"’ 

**I do.”’ : 

** Would you be willing to so state publicly ?"’ 

**Why, sure thing.’’ ' 

That interview resulted in another added to the fol- 
lowing of the Lord Jesus Christ. The question may 
be asked, Will they keep it up? Who knows? But 
the daily reading for three weeks at that camp will 
lead in what direction ? Let the recording angel an- 
swer at the last day. 

Will boys read the Bible ? 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


‘*Let’s read it to- 


Try it and see. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HE Evening hype whe Philadelphia recently 
ublished an edito item headed ‘ Perfect 
score in Safety.” It was pointed out that ‘' Pas- 

sengers are in next to no danger when they travel on 
a railroad managed by men intelligently devoted to 
preventing accidents.” And it was stated that last 
year the Pennsylvania Railroad system carried 188,- 
411,876 passengers without injury to one of them. 
‘‘This perfect score is the culmination of a swift and 
steady growth toward safety by the railroad in ques- 
tion.’ 

It is a wonderful record. Yet there is a System 
that has a much more wonderful record. Not for one 
year only, but for all the years in all the centuries 
since man was created, God has had a" perfect score 
in safety” in carin for the lives that have been 
placed in his care. When once a human life has been 
really committed to the keeping of God, that life is 
eternally safe. It may sin terribly; but it can never 


get away from God's eternal safe-keeping. One of 


the most tremendous cases in history is before us in 
to-day’s study. 


Our Background Material 


How many in the class read through the book of 
1 Samuel last week? What new impressions did you 
gain by reading the book as a whole? In one class 
where some of the members tried this, they reported: 
the sequence of events came out more clearly; com- 
plete biographies of certain persons were more plainly 
seen; the book was seen to consist of a series of dis- 
tinct, well-rounded episodes ; the close relation of 
the family life, the religious life, and the political life 
of Israel was seen as it had not been before. 

Who did you decide were the five most prominent 
characters in the book? Perhaps the following would 
be a fair choice: . Eli, Samuel, Saul, David, Jonathan. 

A simple division of the book into ten great inci- 
dents or periods may be made as follows (this is only 
suggestive; other divisions may be equally good or 
better): (1) Hannah's prayer and its answer. (2) 
The failure of Eli and his sons, (3) Adventures with 
the ark of God. (4) Samuel's success as a leader. 
(5) Saul’s rise and success. (6) Saul’s downfall be- 
gun. (7) David's rise and success. (8) David's test- 
ing under Saul’s persecution. (9) The collapse of 
David's faith. (10) David's restoration and Saul’s 
destruction. 

How many will read through the book of 2 Samuel 
before next Sunday? 

See if you can discover the seven most conspicuous 

litical or military leaders in the national or factional 
Fite of Israel (including Judah) in the book of 2 Sam- 
uel, 

Mention 15 great episodes or events into which the 
book can be divided. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 


The worst and the best, the highest and the lowest, 
the blackest and the whitest things in David's life 
come into to-day’s study,—with the material that in- 
tervenes between last Sunday’s lesson and this. ‘he 
seventh chapter of 2 Samuel, immediately followin 
David's bringing of the ark into Jerusalem, is a ful 
record of the greatest event in his life. It must not 
be passed over. 

avid wanted to build God a great and worthy 
temple in Jerusalem (7: 15). But God surprised 
him with his reply; he refused to let David build him 
a house, but said, ‘‘ Jehovah will make ¢/ee a house” 
se 11), Then God made with David the most won- 
erful covenant that He has ever made with any 
earthly king. -It is one of the few great covenants of 
the Bible, such as God made with Adam, and Noah, 
and Abraham, and Moses. It is given in 7 : 8-16. 
God solemnly pledged his eternal word to establish 
David's family line, or ** house” forever; to establish 
his royal dynasty or “‘throne” forever; to establish 
his ‘‘ kingdom” or place of rule forever. 

No other covenant like this has ever been made 
with any earthly dynasty. 

And it was an unconditional promise on God’s part. 


-It was not conditioned upon David's obedience or 


the obedience of his descendants. There was, in- 
deed, God's assurance A 14) that sin in the royal 
family would be punishei; but God's covenant should 
stand unconditionally (v. 15) and in spite of any sins 
of the human beings to whom the promise was made. 

Only God's Son, of whom we have seen that David 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Conimittee for printing in lesson helps is 
2 11: 22 to 12:74.) 


22 So the messenger went, and came and showed David all 
that Joab had sent him for. 23 And the messenger said unto 
David, ‘The men sone against us, and came out unto us 
into the field, and we were upon them even unto the entrance 
of the gate. 24 And the shooters shot at thy servants from off 
the wall ; and some of the king's servants are dead, and Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also. 25 ‘hen David said unto the mes- 
senger, ‘hus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing dis- 
please thee, for the sword devoureth one as well as another ; 
make thy batile more strong against the city, and overthrow 
it: and encourage thou him. 

26 And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her hus- 
band was dead, she made lamentation for her husband. 27 
And when the mourning was past, David sent and took her 
home to his house, and she became his wife, and bare him a 
son. But the thing that David had done oo gre ehovah. 

12:1 And Jehovah sent Nathan unto David. And he came 
unto him, and said unto him, ‘There were two men in one city ; 
the one rich, and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceed- 
ing many flocks and herds ; 3 but the r man had nothing, 
save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished 
up : and it grew up together with him, and with his children ; 
it did eat of his own morsel, and drank of his own cup, and 
lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 4 And 
there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to 
take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the way- 
faring man that was come unto him, but took the poor man’s 
lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. 5 
And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and 
he said to Nathan, As Jehovah liveth, the man that hath done 
this is ' worthy to die: 6 and he shall restore the lamb four- 
fold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. 

7 And Nathan said to David, ‘Ihou art the man, 


1 Heb. a son of death. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Son. 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 
3 this issue, indicated by bold-face figures. 

Verse 1.++When was the ‘‘ return of the year... . when 
kings go out' te: battle’’? (Differing views suggested by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas’ (II, 2) and Dr. Mackie (3). Who 
were the children of Ammon, and why did David go 
against them? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2.) 

Verse 20.—Why did Joab expect the king’s anger to 
arise, and so give these instructions to his messenger? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) 

Verse 27.--Was David conscious of Jehovah's displeas- 
ure throughout his sinful plan? (Grifith Thomas, IJ, 6, 
8,9) 

12; 1.—Who was Nathan? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7; 
How long probably was it after David’s sin? (Griffith 
Thomas, fr, 6, 9.) 

Verse 3.—Was it a usual thing to have a lamb as a pet 
in this way? (Mackie, 2; Lesson Scenes, 4.) 

Verse 7 a.—Is it probable that David knew immediately 
what Nathan meant when he said, ‘‘ Thou art the man’’? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 8; Ridgway, 4; Baldwin, 4, 5.) 








is such a remarkable Old Testament type, could fulfil 
this God-made covenant. As our coming King, the 
‘* Blessed Hope” of the Church, David’s greater Son 
will fulfil God's covenant and will establish the throne 
of David again when He returns to set up his king- 
dom on this earth. 

Then came David’s wonderful prayer of praise and 
thanksgiving (vs. 18-29). Compare it, especially its 
marvelous close in 28, 29, with Jesus’ high priestly 
prayer in John 17. 

And it was after this mountain-peak time of 
David's experience of God’s unspeakable love and 
eternal patpoece for David and his family that David 
fell, and sank into a sin which, in its lustful, brutal, 
cold-blooded and hypocritical details we should ex- 
pect to find only in the life of a Nero. 

May teachers pray that God will use their teach- 
ing of this iesson to make plain as never before the 
awful power and hideousness of sin. We need no 
better evidence (and we have found it also in our- 
selves) that every human being has a nature totally 
depraved, ready to break out at any moment into sin 
of revolting sorts,—revolting always to God whether 
they seem so to us or not. 

A tempting occasion of the sin seems to have been 
David’s remaining at ease in Jerusalem instead of 
going to war (Griffith Thomas, II, 2, 3). Let us be 
thankful if we do not have the testing of prosperity 
and ease (Baldwin, 2). 

Details and s of the whole incident are fully 
brought out in the unsparing and inspired Bible 
record, and are disceneet in Ticaca articles in this 


issue (as Griffith Thomas, II, 4; Rogers, 3). 
Let the class discuss the question, ‘‘ What is sin?” 
Study Psalm 51 for light. on this. ‘What are. some of 


cs 


LESSON 10. JUNE 6. NATHAN REBUKES DAVID 


2 Samuel 11 : 1 to 12: 7a. Commit 2 Samuel 12: §, 6, 7a 
Golden Text: Create in me a clean heart, O God,—Psalm 51 : 10 








the consequences of sin? Psalm 51 answers this 
also; and see Professor Griffith Thomas, II, 6, 9, 10; 
Mrs. Baldwin, 6, 7; Rogers, 2, * Notes on Open 
Letters in last week’s issue of the Times discussed 
the question, ‘* Does God Punish Forgiven Sin?” 

Have Nathan’s exquisite story of the poor man’s 
ewe lamb given in class, if possible, in the exact 
words of the Bible. What was the result of the 
prophet’s m 

otice the interesting fact about eight men in the 
Bible who used David’s words in 12 : 13 (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 8). 

Greater than the mystery of sin is the miracle of 
God’s forgiveness of sin and the results that follow. 
Use Mr. Ridgway’s (1) splendid illustration of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


The glory of it all is that God can do, and does do, 
what David in the Golden Text asked him todo, It 
is God’s mission, his responsibility, to create clean 
hearts in those who yield themselves up to him; and 
God never shirks his responsibility ; he never fatls 
in his mission. Moreover, one who’ has once com- 
mitted himself to God, fully and completely, is never 
abandoned by God. ‘ No oneis able to snatch them 
eut of the Father’s hand” (John 10: 27-29). God’s 


— pursues the sinning child of faith till it restores 


In some senses it is a more wonderful thing 
that God can restore us after we have deliberately 
sinned against light than that he can save one who 
has never yet seen the light. But A7zs grere ts equal 
even to this. How often? Forever. But— Romans 
6:1, 2. 

Teaching Points 

It is easy to have our anger fairly boil over against. the 
sin of another. 

It is easy to declare exactly what another sinner ought 
to do to make restitution for his sins. ; 

If we feel strongly indignant against any sin that is par- 
ticularly revolting to us(especially'the sms of a warring 
nation with whose cause we do not agree), let us remem- 
ber that our own committed and deliberate sins justify God 
in saying to us, ‘* Thou art the man.’’ 4// sin in His 
sight is hopelessly heinous, 

Every sin that we commit despises the Word of Jehovah 
(12: 9). : 

Every sin of a Christian injures God’s reputation (Round- 
Table, 4). 

We all condemn ourselves by our judgment of sin—in 
others, 

All men are sinners. The difference that will separate 
them eternally is, what attitude did they take toward God 
—and therefore toward tlieir sin? Both heaven and hell 
will contain plenty of sinners. 

David need not have sinned (1 Cor, 9 : 27; 2 Cor. 123 
9). 

The only way man can cover one sin is by ren 
another. Theonly way sin can be covered successfully an 
without sinning again is to let God cover it. 

The surest way to be kept from suffering the conse- 
quences of even forgiven sin is to be kept from sinning, as 
we can be in Christ (Baldwin, 7; Rogers, 4). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why does not God prevent sin? 

Was David a murderer? 

Why is it easier for us to get angry over the sins of others 
than over our own sins? 

Why did not God now cast off David, as he did Saul? 

Was Joab’s unquestioning obedience of the king’s mur- 
derous order right ? 
A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 

The Biessedness of Forgiveness (Psalm 32), 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation.] 

When arich man has lost his fortune through his 
own fault, and is utterly unable to recover what he 
has lost, and then, one day, some one whois very 
much richer than he ever was restores to him as an 
outright gift all that he has lost, is it any wonder that 
the man should feel like shouting for joy? That was 
David's experience aftér the blackest year of his life. 


What does God’s forgiveness of our sin accomplish ? 


How do God’s forgiveness of man’s sin, and men’s for- 
giveness of each other, differ, and in what are they alike? 


When can God not be found? (See Psalm 32 : 6, first 
clause.) 


Why does sin make us miserable? 
Who have the easier time in this life, good men or sinners? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Whole Lesson 





“ AINT me asI am,” said Oliver Cromwell to a 
' painter who would have preferred to leave 
out the wrinkles, scars, and wart which 
marked and marred the great warrior's face, The Bible 
depicts its heroes as they are, and in its truthfulness 
and candor records the scars of even the best of them. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—The date depends, as in the last les- 
son, upon whether these chapters (6-11) are chrono- 
lewical Beecher, in his discussion, considers that 
David's sin represents the culmination of years of 
neglect of God and of wandering from him, and that 
therefore it came earlier in his reign than is usually 
understood. But most authorities regard the sin as 
having taken place toward the end of his reign, and 
as marking a deterioration in later life after years of 
loyalty to (3) 1 

Date.—Either 1041 B.C. or 941 B.C. 
Il. The Lesson 

The Commission (vs. 1-5). When the sin is traced 
to-its-source we can see the trouble occasioned by the 
king remaining in Jerusalem instead of going to war. 
The ‘‘time” was the spring, when the prt: year 
commenced, in the month Abid or Nisan (1 Kings 20: 
22, 26; 2.Chron, 36: 10). At this time kings were 
aecustomed to re-enter upon their warfare after the 
cessation due to the winter. The children of Ammon 
were descendants of Lot (Gen. 19) and deadly foes of 
Israel. Rabbah was their capital (2Sam. 12 : 26), and 
was about twenty-two miles eastward of Jordan, a 
place of great strength, and one of importance long 
after this time (Jer. 49 : 2, 3; Ezek. 21 : 20). (2) 

David by remaining in Jerusalem neglected his 
duty, and thereby exposed himself to temptation. 
The way was opened for evil by his moral nature 
being relaxed. Self-indulgence loosens the moral 
fiber, and prepares the way for wrong-doing. A 
believer is never off duty. (3) , 

The next step was the presentation of temptation, 

nd this was not resisted at once, David remained 
ef the way. of it, and the outcome was soon realized. 


The steps of Eve’s sin (Gen, 3 : 6) and of sin in gen-. 


éral (Jas. 1 : 15) were followed. He looked, he cov- 
eted, he took and therefore fell. ‘Through the eye of 
the mind Eve saw, Lot saw (Gen. 13:10). Our 
Lord warned against /ooking (Matt. 5: 28). David 
forgot his position as king, his example, his influence, 
asd gave way toindulgence. Thus David fell, and 
the brightness of his youth and the nobility of his 
manhood were gone at a stroke. (4) 

The Concealment (vs. 6-27).—One sin usually 
leads to others. Browning speaks of our ‘‘ paying 
the price of lies” by being ‘‘ compelled to lie on still.” 
David added to his terrible sin the endeavor to con- 
ceal it. He first tried to pass it over to Uriah the 
Hittite, one of his car. men (23-39), who, although 
a Canaanite, had evidently become a follower of the 
Jewish religion. But when David found this impos- 
sible, in sheer desperation he plotted and accom- 
plished the murder of Uriah. It was necessary to 
shield Bathsheba from the result of her sin (Lev. 
20:10). But all efforts at concealment were vain, as 
they usually are. He was compelled to put himself 
in the hands of the unscrupulous Joab, who evidently 
recognized at once what was involved. Joab sent 
news of Uriah’s death to David (v. 18), because if the 
king heard of the loss of men (v. 17) without the 
death of Uriah, Joab would be blamed for bad con- 
duct of the campaign (v. 20). The allusion to Abi- 
melech is interesting as er te: knowledge of the 
time of the Judges (9 : 50-54). he name Jerubbe- 
sheth which is found only here is equivalent to Jerub- 
baal (Judg..6 : 32). (5) 

The chapter closes with profound significance by a 
‘* But,” indicating the divine displeasure. Sin is sin 
at all times, and no amount of concealment can ever 
change its character in the sight of God, ‘‘ Be sure 

our sin will find you out.” Not necessarily ‘‘ be 
ound out,” but ‘find you out.” 

We know that all this time, several months, David, 
though outwardly the same, was in reality very dif- 
ferent (Psa, 32, next lesson). He had no real joy,or 
satisfaction, Sin is a hard master. It may bring 
forth butter in a lordly dish, but the nail and hammer 
are behind (Judg. 5: 25, 26). (6) 

The Conviction (vs, 1-12).—The divine displeasure 
had to be manifested in a visit of the prophet Nathan, 
an important man in this reign (7: 2; 12: 25; i Kings 
1:22), Under guidance and instruction from God 
the prophet was sent to David. A year or thereabouts 
had elapsed since the committal of the sin, but Gag 
had not forgotten. God has no favorites. Although 


David was a man after God's own heart in the two 
senses of being God’s choice and also of hitherto 
doing on the whole God's will, yet he had to be dealt 
with like ordinary sinners (Ezek. 18 ; 24).:~ To ‘tell 





the king this parable was a mark of great wisdom. 
For if the prophet had rebuked David at once, 
the king might have become still more hardened ; 
but the story was calculated to appeal to his sensi- 
bilities and to stir his 1 sympathies. Some 
manuscripts suggest that the Prep et wanted the 
king to decide on the case, as if he were consulting 
him, and although there is no warrant for this actual 
addition to the text, the idea is probably true. The 
same method is found elsewhere (14: 4-7; 1 Kings 
20: 35-41). Parables are not infrequent in the Old 
Testament (Judg. 9: 7-15; 2 Kings 14: 9; Isa. 5:1, 
2), while metaphors abound everywhere, as appropri- 
ate to the Oriental love of symbolism, And then 
when the king’s feelings were stirred to their depths 
by the recital of this story, the phet drove home 
the dagger of conviction: ‘‘Thou art the’ man,” 
David appears to have had no idea of this personal 
application. His emotions were roused, but now his 
conscience had to be dealt with. In plain terms 
Nathan told him what he had done and what would 


«iy hye i 

he Confession (vs. 12, 13).—At once David real- 
ized the true position, and the pent-up feelings of 
months gave way to genuine sorrow as he said, ‘I 
shave sinned.” He wasone of eight men in Scripture 
who are recorded to have used these words, four in 
reality and four in unreality (Pharaoh, Balaam, 
Achan, Job, Saul, David, Judas, the Prodigal). The 
conviction was real and thorough, and we cam see 
from Psalm 51 something of what David felt. He 
realized his position and longed for the past to be 
erased, the present cleansed, and the future assured. 
He asked for a new heart, aright spirit, and a changed 
life, and God answered his prayer by granting him 
at once a complete pardon (v. 13). But there remains 
one thing to be considered with great care. (8) 

The Consequences (vs. 14-23).—Sin is twofold, an 
act of transgression, often affecting the body, and a 
spirit of self-will, always affecting the soul. While it 
is the soul that sins, the sin is’ usually expressed 
through the body, and the result isa twofold. pen- 
alty. When David sinned he involved his own body 
as well as the lives of others in the wrong-doing. 
And yet his main thought was his sin against God: 
‘* Against thee, thee only, have I sinned” (Psa. 51: 4). 
Not that he forgot the other side, but amp realized 
the wrong against God as supreme. ‘The conse- 
quences to the soul are inevitable, infallible and uni- 
versal: ‘‘ Thesoul that sinneth it shalldie ” (Ezek. 18 : 
4). It shall be separated from God, for death always 
means separation. Spiritual death is the severance 
of fellowship with God. Our true life is communion, 
but sin renders this impossible. It chills like the 
frost of spring. There is no joy, no praise, no com- 
fort in Bible and prayer, no sweetness of conscious 
fellowship, no sensitiveness of conscience, no calm of 
soul, Thus David had been a spiritual prisoner for 
months, a cloud had come between him and God, the 
heavens were as brass, and he had no light of hope. 
These, however, are removable. David's confes- 
sion and Nathan’s assurance tell us this. God took 
away the spirit of self-will and renewed the soul by 
reconciliation and restoration. So now by the atone- 
ment of Christ the penitent and trustful are all ‘‘ ran- 
somed, healed, restored, forgiven,” and once again 
the light of God’s presence and fellowship is re- 
revealed. (9) 

But the sad thing is that consequences to the body 
are often not removable in this if ¢. Men are set in 
certain circumstances in such a way that their acts 
affect others. ‘None of us liveth to himself,” and 
many consequences of our sin are not touched by re- 
demption. The child of the drunkard or sensualist 
often suffers long after the father has been con- 
verted. David's sin brought consequences in troops. 
The child died, his daughter was ruined, one son 
was murdered by his brother, another son rebelled 
against his father, one of his servants cursed him, a 
third son plotted against him, and his general was in 
compliance with the plot. Indeed, in many ways 
David's life, and certainly David's home, were never 
the same again. So it often is to-day. A man sins 
and his business is lost, his children are scattered 
and perhaps are compelled to struggle in obscurity, 
his wife is in sorrow and shame, his oa is broken 
up, and everything is different. Yes, the soul is for- 
given, but the consequences of sin go on andon. If 
it were not so, perhaps we should think lightly of 
wrong-doing. (30) 


Hil. Central Truths 


David is seen at his worst, and in view of the past 
such a fall seems almost incredible. But it is un- 
fortunately only too true to life. Character easily 
deteriorates, if we do not continue to fulfil the divine 
requirements, and-even the best may descend to 
depths of evil. As Bunyan says: ‘‘I saw there was 
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a way to hel) even from the gates of heaven.” But 
David's wonderful Psalm (51) and its prayer in the 
Golden Text (v. 10) speaks of the marvels of God’s 
attitude to the penitent and trustful soul. 

1. The Ever-Abounding Grace of God.—David's 
sin was great and terrible. There is no excuse, no 
palliation, and yet there is abounding grace. Scepti- 
cism sneers at David’s sin and David's psalms, but 
the main point was that having fallen he learned to 
repent of his sin and abhor it. The grace of God is 
marvelous in its compassion and ~~ . 

2. The Overruling Mercy of God.—How wonder- 
fully God has taken up this terrible sin of his servant, 
and made the result of it of service to his people! He 
has used it as one of the most striking arguments for 
the Bible, proving its divine character by its candor 
and impartiality, He has used it to show the holi- 
ness he requires from his children and the purity he 
demands from his servants. He has used it to em- 
= the — of womanhood and the sanctity of 

amily life. e has used it to bless penitents by 
thousands through Psalm 51. Infidels may gloat 
over the fall of David, but they cannot criticize his 
words of repentance, 

3. The Lrue Spirit of the Penitent Man,—Psalm 
51 must be looked at as a whole if we are to appreci- 
ate fully the place of the prayer in the Golden Text. 
Note the following outline: (1) Pendttence (ws. 1-6), 
including prayer (1, 2), confession, (3-5), and knowl- 
edge (6). (2) Pardon (vs. 7-9), including cleans- 
ing (7), restoration (8), and sateen (9) (3) Purity 
(vs. 10-12), including holiness (10), reality (11), and 
peace (12). (4) Power (vs. 13-19), including resolve 
(13), reparation (14, 15), and surrender (16-19). And 
thus from this wonderful utterance of true penitence 
we see at once something of the character of God as 
merciful, righteous, and holy; and something of the 
needs of man in pardon, purity, and power. (10) 

N. B.—Two valuable studies of these subjects will 
be found in ‘* From Samuel to Solomon,” by Dr. 
Charles S. Robinson (American Tract Society, $1). 
They appeared originally in The Sunday’ Behoo! 
Times. 
IV. A Lesson Outline ' 

1. The Commission (Ezra 9 : 4-10). 
2. The Concealment (Psa. 36 : 1-5). 
3. The Conviction (Isa. 57 : 15-21). 
4. The Confession (1 John 1 : 1-10): 
5. The Consequences (Hosea 14 : 1-9). 


Wryc irre CoLtece, ToRoNTO, | 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


On the Pennsy.— Uriah the Hittite is dead (vy. 24). 
When I run across a man who has any doubt this old 
book was written from heaven I simply turn to this 
part of David's career and ask the fellow if he hon- 
estly thinks any human biographer would have taken 
his blackest ink and written these details of his hero. 
I live by the side of the great Pennsylvania Railroad— 
finest and most skilfully operated road in the world. 
The high officials are mostly Christian men, too, 
which accounts for it. The splehdid character of this 
road did not prevent their having a bad wreck down 
near Fraser the other day. Noone dreamed of con- 
demning the railroad as a worthless failure on ac- 
count of the awful wreck. In fact, I realized for the 
first time in my life what a superb organization the 
Pennsy is BY THE WAY IT CLEARED UP THAT WRECK. 
In our lesson to-day we see the clearing up of one of 
the most terrible wrecks on the main line of a noble 
life. Nathan is the conductor of the wreck-train 
coming on the scene with the big derrick (Psa. 51, of 
course). (1) 


The ‘Idea of It.”—But the thing that David had 
done displeased Jehovah ao 27). There is not an 
Indian god, a Chinese god, or any other man-con- 
ceived god which would be displeased with such a 
little (!) thing as that. Ask some of the returned 
missionaries on the quiet. Study your ancient his- 
tory. You college fellows can easily tell us mill 
workers what the race soon comes to when it gets 
away from the living God. Our God will not stand 
for the least wickedness from any quarter... The 
principal reason most godless men ‘‘ take no stock in 
this religious business” is because the Proprietor of 
‘this religious business” will not tolerate even a 
microscopic atom of wickedness. These careless 
fellows around town know all that as well as. the 
preacher. Because God is a oy & sin-hating God is 
why they in their hearts respect him—and some oy 
will come tohim (Rom. 1:18; Rev. 21: 27). Said toug 
Steve Pollock, ‘I couldn’t be a Christian and do 
things some of the church people do.” ‘* Why not, 
Steve?” ‘‘ Because that ain’t my idea of it.”” Hun- 
dreds of fellows are not in the Kingdom because they 
happen to have exactly the right ‘‘idea of it.” This 
may be the prime reason why the man saved from 
the depths often makes the most earnest church 
worker. He is founded on the rock idea. (2) 

The Wreck-Train.—And /Jehovah sent Nathan 
unto David (12:1). Which shows how God looked 
upon that broken, twisted; splintered, tangled wreck 
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of character lying there sprinkled with blood-in the 
Jerusalem ditch. It was still a great production and 
there was yet some fine running to be done. So the 
master-mechanic himself was sent down the line to 
see what he could do to get Number ‘I'wo on the rails 
again. God is always sending his Nathans to the 
fellows who get off the track (Acts 2:37; Rom. 2: 
15). If you are a real Y. M. C. A, or Sunday-school 
man fyou are in the department of Maintenance of 
Way, wrecking-crew. You are likely to be called out 
any hour of the day or night. Every true pastor in 
the land is on the rail and his name is ‘‘ Nathan,” and 
God is continually ager | him after the “rolling 
stock” ditched by the Devil. It is never a nice job, 
nor an easy one, In that day it was not a safe one. 
Even now, just wy calling down some prominent 
sinner in town, alk into old Gradgrind’s office, 
and tell him what God thinks of his manner of life. 
Try it to-morrow and you will —— Nathan. 
Let us take off our hats to the Nathans in pulpit 
and press who are not afraid to cbey God and call 
a halt to the wrong (Prov. 27: 5, 6; 2 Tim. 4 : 2). (3) 


Sheep-Stealing.— Aut the poor man had nothing, 
save one little ewe lamb (v. 3). How David and the 
rest of us boil with indignation at the shameful story. 
I am glad you feel that way about it, milady, for the 
little saléswoman you reported for ‘‘insolence”’ 
(after having baited her past the breaking point) lost 
her r-enough job, ‘That seven-fifty per week was 
all that she had. All that stood between her andthe 
street. You rolled out to your Main Line home in 
your automobile and entertained some more of your 
own sort ‘' beautifully” at — that night. Yes, 
and that night poor little Lena Rushmore cried her- 
self to sleep in the top story of her dreary cheap 
boarding-house. Oh, you ewe-killers | od. I see 
you at your hunting almost every time I have to go 
to the department stores. Your name is not always 
in the feminine either. I am writing this note on the 
train as usual. The bookI am using as a desk is 
called, ‘* Panders and ‘I‘heir White Slaves,” by Roe. 
If you want to feel like fighting the Devil and want 
to. get a little measure of God's wrath at sin get this 
book from your library and read this true account of 
onesie from the pen of the very lawyer who 
fought hell for their deliverance (Job 31 : 9-12; 2 Tim. 
9? 6). 

On the Juniata.— 7ou art the man (v. 7). Stand 
up, — scoundrel, so the world can see you! Pass- 
ing for a respectable citizen, were you? ‘lhought no 
one was ‘‘on to you”’ because folks de not like to 
mention such things. Since you have money (Ezek. 
7: 19) Suppose it should be the custom to hang on 


,, the scarlet letter where the society pin has place! I 


am not talking to the men who are in the church, but 
to you fellows who are on the fence. Young fellows 
who have not yet realized the awfulness of sin be- 
cause sin has not yet come home to them to roost. It 
is a hot day in july. Iam speeding down the blue 
— on the Day Express, The wheat has been 
arvested. ‘They are cutting the oats. The corn is 
jumping. The valley was never more lovely. What 
a beautiful, blessed land God has given us. Yet 
there is not a town, not a village in the whole land- 
scape through which we speed but in it can be found 
a crushed and bleeding life from the devilishness of 
sin. Here is the point, Mr, Father: Where are you 
keeping the ewe-lambs? I have been giving some 
attention to the white slave evil.. These poor victims 
nearly all start from the street and the dance-hall. (4) 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘limes 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 
ing the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Moody’s Old Lantern.— Create in me acilean heart, 
O God (Golden Text). If we are not to fail, we must 
be clean and pure. Onthe last Founder's Day at the 
Mount Hermon Boy’s School, founded by the late D. 
L. Moody, Principal Cutler told this story about him: 
One day he came over here, left his horse and car- 
riage down at the barn, and came up bringing an old 
lantern that he had found down at the barn—an old, 
dirt-smeared lantern. He brought it with him to the 
platform and placed it directly on the pulpit. The 
boys looked at it, then wondered, and then laughed. 
Then he spoke to them right away about the lantern; 
asked them what it was good for. They laughed 
again; of course it was g' for nothing. And then 
he asked them what was the matter with it, and of 
course the lantern needed to be cleaned, and it needed 
to have a light put init, and then, how he just brought 
that home to the boys! It could not clean itself. 
Somebody must put the light init. He said that a 
man with a dirty life is g for nothing, useless, and 
then he asked them if they would not let God take 
charge of them and clean them up, and put the light 
of iove in their hearts so that they could be of use. 
The lesson went. home to those boys. They. never 
forgot it.—From Robert E. Speer in The Sunday 


Conn. (a) 
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School Times. Sentby Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 


alty.—Create in me aclean heart, O God 


. The Diffic 
(Golden ‘Text). A brilliant lawyer in New York City 


some time ago spoke to a prominent minister of that 
city asking him if he really believed that Christ rose 
from the dead. ‘The minister replied that he did, and 
asked the privilege of — the proof to the law- 
yer. The lawyer took the material offered in proof 
away and studied it. He returned tothe minister 
and said: ‘‘I am convinced that Jesus really did rise 
from the dead. But—,” he then added, ‘I'm no 
nearer being a Christian than I was before. I thought 
the difficulty was with my head. I find that it is 
really with my heart."—From The Fundamenta/s. 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this illustra- 
tion, (2) 


The King’s Way.—Create in me aclean heart, O 
God (Golden Text), One of the greatest things the 
London County Council has done in the last few years 
is to open up the old slum district in East London. 
They bought this district for an enormous price. Be- 
tween. Southampton Row and Fleet Street there is a 
new highway. Years ago it was a congested slum 
district. The streets were little better than alleys. 
They were covered with filth, and the tenements on 
either side reeked with disease andcrime. After the 
purchase by the London County Council these old 
rookeries were torn down. A broad, straight highway 
was cut through and after it was all done it was called 
“Phe King’s Way.” That is what Christ has done 
for the world. He has cut a King’s way for us to 
march through. He has opened up the way so that 
one can walk in safety, and he has paid a tremendous 
price for it. Will you choose to slink pire x the old 
alleys of sin, and the crooked ways of disobedience, 
rather than walk poeeety down this King’s Way, 
which the Light of the World has opened for man- 
kind?—From the Rev. Charles M, Sheldon, in Fam- 
“y Altar Calendar. Sent by Theresa E. Solomon, 

ranby, Quebec. 


During the Campaign.— Vy lord Joab, and the ser- 
vants of my lord, are encamped in the open field; 
shall I then go into my house, to eat and to drink 
(11: 11). One December, a barrel of turkeys was 
sent to the camp, marked ‘‘General Lee and Staff.” 
Word was sent to General Lee, and he rode over to 
our camp.;. The turkeys had been laid on a board on 
the snow. ‘The General was told that the big one was 
his, . He looked at it for a moment, and then said: ‘‘I 
don't know, gentlemen, what you are going to do with 


our turkeys, but I wish mine sent to the hospital in’ 


etersburg, so that some of the convalescents may 
have: a.good)dinner.” We looked at one another for 
a moment, then replaced the turkeys in the barrel and 
sent them to the hospital. From Harper's Maga- 
sine. Sent by D. B. Hixon, Ridgewood, N. J. (3) 


What Struck Home.— Zhou hast given great oc- 
casion to the enemies of Jehovah to blaspheme (12: 
14).. Perhaps nothing touched the heart of David so 
much as the realization that he had tarnished the 
name of God. ‘‘Against thee, thee only, have I 
sinned,” he wailed, A college mate of mine, son of a 
most reverenced minister high in authority in the 
church, grew very careless of his Christian experi- 
ence. In spite of the efforts of his comrades, he went 
from bad to worse until he had formed many evil 
habits. At last he was summoned to the President's 
office. While waiting in the anteroom he heard two 
students, who were not Christians, talking in the hall. 
‘What in the world’s gone wrong with Hicks?” said 
one. ‘*He used to be as religious as his old father,” 
observed the other. ‘There must be something 
wrong with the old gent!” In the outer office Hicks 
jumped to his feet. Just then the President entered. 
‘* Professor,” he broke out, ‘‘ this thing’s going to stop. 
If my old father’s going to get the credit for every- 
thing I do I give you my word he'll never be blamed 
for another such thing as I am here for to-day! "— 
Sent by J. W. Hall, Takoma Park, D.C. (4) 


% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews 


T CAME oe sys at the return of the year (v. 1). 
Probably after the secular new year at the begin- 
ning of October. The grain and fruits of the 

year are then gathered in, the fields are bare, and 
the weather is suitable for military camping till 
December. (1) 

David arose from off his bed, and walked age 
the roof of the king's house (v. 2). The flat roof of 
the Oriental house is used for privacy, for the work 
of women and servants in spreading out wheat and 
fruits to-day, and for drying clothes. It is always 
regarded as a misdemeanor to be complained of, and 
a sign of evil-thoughts and unneighborly selfishness 
for a man to use. such a position of advantage for 
onking into the courts and yards of the houses 
aroun 
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Go down to_thy. house, and_wash thy. feet(v. 8). 
The hot, dusty road roe pe open shoes 
or sandals without socks make the washing of: the 
feet one of the first necessities of comfort after travel. 
Uriah’s military discipline had brought-him: straight 
to the king to deliver his officer's message before 
attending to his own needs. - 

David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the 
hand of Uriah (v. 14). There was no originality on 
David's part in all these cunning devices. hey 
are such as are common to all Orientals when some 
evil has to be concealed or difficulty overcome. ~ 

lt grew up together with him, and with his chit- 
dren (12:3). In Palestine there are no fenced or 
hedged-in pastures in which sheep graze by them- 
selves. A sheep kept bya family becomes the friend 
and playmate of the children. It lives in the yard 
belonging to the house, and has its food brought to 
it. It comes freely into the house, and as it,is im- 

ssible to keep the door always closed, the family. 
earn that such green stuff as lettuce, radish, and 
spinach must be placed beyond the lamb’s reach. (2) 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


| agg 3 week we saw the southeast hill of Jerusalem, 
where David's capital was located. The exact 
site of his palace nobody can tell. This week 
we go around to the west side of the modern cit 
to see a sight which is suggestive in connection wit 
Nathan’s story of the poor man’s lamb. 
Notice where our map shows the number 22 at a 
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spot where the valley of Hinnom curves around the 
southwest corner of the city. At that point a dam 
or causeway was many years ago built across the 
valley, to turn the upper part of it into a reservoir. 
A highway from the Jerusalem railway station now 
leads over that causeway past a place where house- 
keepers and water sellers come to fill their jars and 
bottles with water. We pause at the point marked 
22 and look almost directly north. 

We find a water-seller here now, just laying a big 
goat-skin ‘‘ bottle” on the bac#f an old white donkey. 
Other people are standing by, talking with each other 
or looking down into the nearly dry basin of the old 
reservoir. The farther end of the basin is evidently 
quite dry, for men are holding a cattle-market there. 
Oxen, donkeys and other animals have been driven 
in at daybreak from country villages, and now pros- 
pective purchasers are looking them over and dis- 
cussing prices. 

Up beyond the market crowd a steep bank rises 
high, and along its upper edge we see ~_ of Jeru- 
salem’s west wall, with towers here and there peer- 
ing. over the gray battlements. 

here were markets like this in David's time, 
where sheep and lambs were sold. Markets and 
oe et and home sheep-folds were all familiar to 
avid, who had been brought up to care for such 
animals. He knew perfectly well how precious one 
animal would be to a poor man ; he realized perfectly 
the heartless selfishness of a rich stock-owner, too 
stingy to spare an animal from his own flock but will- 
ing to steal from a neighbor ! (1) 
se a stereograph entitled ‘‘Gihon cattle market 
and Jerusalem’s west wall from the Bethlehem road.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson-places rea/. Forty-five places are to be visited 
in 1915. The forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and, if all 
are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is 
given free. Ten places are visited and described, during 
the second quarter; only one zew stereograph is used in 
June. That alone will be sent for 20 cents. Stereoscopes, 90 

















LESSON FOR JUNE 6 (2 Sam. 11 : 1 to 12:74) 


cents each, Lantern slides of the same scenes 
can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each ; sepia-tinted, §5 cents: colored, $1.10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more at once prices 
are: Plain slides, 40 cents; sepia-tinted, 45 
cents ; colored, $1. Postage or express is pre- 
paid on all orders for stereographs or stereo- 
scopes. Address The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


% 
Fsom the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


NUMBER of years ago a certain com- 
A munity was shocked beyond measure 
when the daily paper in the little city 
announced that the cashier and the president 
of a local bank had defaulted. The shock 
was all the more violent because practically 
everybody had the utmost confidence in the 
two men. One was the superintendent of 
a local Sunday-school, the other a Sunday- 
school teacher, and both church officials. 
For many years the lives of both these men 
had given every indication that they were 
good men, Were they? 

Is it a just reason for one to doubt the whole 
business of religion when people who for 
years have lived lives of righteousness go to 
the bad bya single act? Was David a good 
‘man or a bad one? There was a man who 
said that he.did not have any faith in religion 
at all, and never expected to become a Chris- 

. tian because so many Christians did bad 
things,—even worse things, sometimes, than 
he would do, Let us take a look at the 
other side of it. A man who professed to be 
irreligious did a really good deed,—a reli- 
gious deed. Thousands of people have done 
that way. Would you believe that there is 
no such thing as irreligion because men of 
this character sometimes do good things? 
It,was a wise person who said, ‘‘ There is 
so much bad in the best of us and so much 
good in the worst of us that it does not be- 
come any of us to speak ill of the rest of us,’’ 

‘He has mastered one of the world’s fine 
arts who knows how to treat a really good 
man who has gone wrong. Better do what 
the Bible says, and restore such.an one in 
the spirit of meekness;,, When. good menisin, 
they get up facing toward God and try again. 


A After the Lesson.—We bring 


thée our tribute of thanks, our Heavenly Father, 
for thy many mercies. We are grateful to thee 
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fot the Book which is our guide. Help us to 
walk in its teachings. From thee and from thee 
alorie we may have a clean heart. Wessin and 


wander into forbidden paths. “Butin our hearts 
we love -thee.. ‘We confess our sins and ask 
forgiveness that the wy A salvation may come 
again into our lives. elp us to learn from the 
experience of thy people of old ; keep us near 
to thee that we sin not. ‘This we ask in the 
name and for the sake of Jesus. 


Kinston, IN, C, 


Amen, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Depth of mercy ! can there be.’’ 
‘God calling yet ! shall I not hear?" 
'' Just as I am, without one plea.”’ 
‘40 thou, to whose all-searching sight."’ 
‘* Take me, O my Father, take me.” 
** Sinners, turn ; why will ye die?’ 
‘* So let our lips and lives express.” 
“Yield not to temptation.” 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Bsalm 51 : 1-19 (109 : 1-4). 
Psalm 38 : 1-18 (81 : 1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 42 : 1-11 (88 : 1-3). 
Psalm 130 : 1-8 (281 : 1-3). 
Psalm 102 : I-12 (206 ;: 1-3). 





| Department Helps 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON ‘TEACHING.—God looks for clean 
hearts and lives, 

Intioduction and Review. — When 

God sent Samuel to Bethlehem to choose a 
king to take Saul’s place, seven fine young 
brothers passed before him, but the Lord did 
not choose these. Iesaid, Man locketh on 
the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh 
on the heart (lesson of April 11). Then 











David, the youngest, came before Samuel, 
and was chosen because he had a good, clean, 
brave heart, David proved this in many 
ways with Goliath, with Jonathan, and even 
with his enemy King Saul. (Repeat memory 
texts of several recent lessons. These show 
David’s loyalty to Jehovah.) Several years 
went by before David was really made king 
over all Israel. At first he was king in 
Hebron, then he moved to Jerusalem and 
built a palace, and was king over all the 
land and people. 

David wanted the ark of God in the holy 
tent of meeting, so he went with a big pro- 
cession of men to bring it. Review the un- 
successful attempt and the successful one, 
also the Psalm of Thanksgiving. David’s 
heart was still clean and kind, In this psalin 
which David wrote in memory of carrying 
the ark to its holy op David said, Who 
shall ascend into the hill of Jehovah and who 
shall stand in his holy place? He that hath 
clean hands and a pure heart. 

Intervening Events.,—Some of these are 
more important for children than the details 
of David’s plot against Uriah (read chapters 
7-11). 

David kept wishing that he might build a 
beautiful temple for God’s worship, and he 
began to gather materiel for it. God sent 
Nathan the prophet to tell David not to 
build the temple, but he promised that his 
son should build it. David thanked God for 
that. promise. 

David remembered his own promise to 
Jonathan to show kindness to his family 
always. David inquired whether any one 
was Cine who belonged to Saulor Jonathan, 
He soon heard about Mephibosheth, Jona- 
than’s lame son; so to him he showed kind- 
ness for Jonathan’s sake. ‘Tell chief inci- 
dents of the story from chapter 9. Repeat: 
** Be ye £ind one to another,”’ also: 


** Help us to do the things we should, 
‘To be to others &ivd and good."’ 


It’ pleased God that David was kind to 
Jonathan’s son. David had learned kind- 
ness when a. shepherd boy. Because he 
loved his sheep he would often carry one 
that was lame or very tired or weak. When 
he grew older he wrote the Shepherd Psalm 
to show the shepherd’s love and care for his 
his sheep. Repeat it. 

Have you ever noticed how hard it is to 
keep things clean? Tow often people need 
to wash faces and hands? Clothes do not 
keep clean, so we must change them often. 
Our homesare cleaned on sweeping day, and 
the windows need washing. The yard needs 
cleaning, so do the streets, It takes much 
watching and working to keep things clean. 

It is even harder to keep some things 
clean which only God can see. He has 
promised to help us to keep our thoughts 
and hearts clean and pure, People can tell 
by the words we say and the things we do 
whether our hearts and lives keep pure, 

Lesson gStory.—Even King David could 
not keep his heart and life clean without 
God’s help. He was king, he had a palace 
and riches, he had his children and many 
blessings, yet he did a great wrong. 

David’s soldiers had gone away to fight for 
him. While they were gone, David noticed 
the wife of one of the soldiers. She was 
very beautiful, so David sent for her to come 
to his palace to live as his wife. He was 
very glad when he heard that her husband 
had been killed in the war, but the thing that 
David had done displeased the Lord. God 
sent the prophet Nathan to David with an- 
other message, which Nathan told as a story. 
The language is perfect (12 : 1-4). 

David understood how people learned to 
love their sheep. When Nathan told the 
story of the pet lamb, David felt so angry 
with the rich man that he said he must be 
punished and pay back fourfold to the poor 
man because he had no pity. David must 
have been surprised to see the prophet 
Nathan pointing right at him as he said, 
‘* Thou art the man.’’ 

Then David understood that it had been 
just as wrong for him to take the soldier’s 
wife as for the rich man to take that pet 
lamb. David was truly sorry and prayed to 
God, ‘* Create in me a clean heart, O God.’’ 

After the Story.—God will help us to keep 
our hearts and lives clean. Repeat or sing: 


‘“*T learned it in the Bible, this tender little 
prayer, 


And when the flakes are falling so beautiful 
and fair, 

I say to thy dear Saviour this little song I 
know,— 

Now wash me and I shall be whiter than 
snow.”" 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 
H*\%e you had a friend of. whom you 


thought a great deal? She seemed 
to you all that was good, true, pure, 


and noble. One day you discovered her 
doing a despicable deed, Ilow disappointed 
you were! Just such disappointment has 


been felt down through these centuries in 
David, Asa young man he had been usually 
so strong and true, It’s hard to believe that 
vice and treachery could exist with such no- 
bility, generosity, and unselfishness as he 
had. How that black ink-spot marred the 
beauty of your beautiful white dress! Da- 
vid’s. experience proves God’s statement, 
‘¢ There is none righteous, no, not one.’’ (1) 
The Sin,—Man judges murder to be the 
reatest of sins, Of this David was guilty. 
ut no sin stands alone. David committed 
a long list before he reached murder: sel- 
fishness, covetousness, treachery, deceit, and 
adultery. There must have been something 
in David’s life that led to this fall. A storm 
may come suddenly indeed; but those trees 
are overwhelmed which have been slowly 
decaying at heart. 

David has been passing through a long 
period of prosperity and success. How we 
covet popularity, luxury, and ease! Yet 
very often these: force us to face far greater 
temptations than the, }ife of difficulties and 
denials. Don’t fret because father cannot 
afford all you want for, clothes and entertain- 
ment, Don’t fret because it is your lot to 
help mother with the, housework while other 
girls are at play. David’s testing time came 
when he was reveling in luxury, idleness, 
and self-indulgetice. ~He sent Joab to battle 
while he remained in his palace (2 Sam. Io: 
7). Is it’ possible that his religious zeal 


been responsible?) “Some one has said, 
‘*Satan tempts'all meh, but idle‘men tempt 
Satan,’’ (2) WOU 2% . 

When the ‘evil ‘thought came,—and ‘temp- 
tation always ‘comes in’:thought. first, —why 
| did he not shut‘his eyes and turn to God? 
| God always has some way of escape (1 Cor. 
| 10: 13). One sin is’sure to lead.to another. 
To conceal his first‘‘sin ‘David committed a 
second, A third was necessary to cover the 
second, until at length he becomes a mur- 
derer, 
you knew mother.,would not approve, and 
then be tempted to tell a ‘‘ little white lie” 
to get out of it? There are’ no white lies. 
They are all black, for they are born of Satan 
(John 8 : 44)... Beware of the deed which 
needs to be covered, lLlonest, upright acts 
need no concealing. 

David’s experience reveals that even aman 
who loves God may fall into sin, if he takes 
his eyes from God and trifles with temptation, 
But we must not be too severe in our judg- 
ment of David, for every one of us has com- 





mitted some sin which, while perhaps not of | ¢, 


the same character, still may be just as ob- 
noxious to God as was David’s (Rom. 2: 1, 
3). We know that @é/ sin displeases Jeho- 
vah, 

Repentance.—How we should thank God 


Hand-work,—Copy and learn the Golden | humbly sought God’s forgiveness. 


had waned? May’ not‘his prosperity have | 


Did you ever do something of which | 
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IIe did 
not continue wilfully in his wrong-doing, 
neither did he'try to defend himself, but he 
asked God for a clean heart. God never 
refuses that request. (5) 

Consequences.—Did David start life anew 
as if these crimes had never been committed ? 
Yes and no. Yes,—so far as God was con- 
cerned, God had blotted out his transgres- 
sions and remembered them no more (Isa. 
43:25). God tore out the blotted pages 
and gave David a clean white one (Isa. 1 : 
18). But David’s repentance and God’s 
favor could not undo his terrible deeds. It 
could not bring Uriah back to life. He suf- 
fered the remainder of his life from certain 
consequences, for his sin cursed both himself 
and his children. (6) 

You may drive a nail into a board, then 
pull out the nail, but you can’t pull out the 
hole. You may burn your hand horribly, 
yet so recover that you will have entire use 
of it, but you will carry the scar through life. 
Let us thank God that the greatest sinner, 
even though his hands be stained with blood, 
may have pardon, But let us thank God still 
more that if we admit Christ into our hearts 
now he will keep us from doing that which 
will blight our entire life. (7) 


Home- Work for the Girls 

1. What is the blessedness described in 
Psalm 32? 

2. Who has authority to forgive sin ? 

3. What does God do with forgiven sin? 
(Find Scripture reference.) 

4. What does God do with those who do 
not confess their sin ? 

5. Is being sorry for wrong-doing repent- 
ance ? (Prov, 28 : 13.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Pucker's “‘ Boy’s-Eye View - 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





OW many of you would like to be rich 
and wonderfully prosperous ?’’ was 
teacher’s first.question. (3) 

We all thought we would, but teacher said 
great prosperity ‘brings great temptations, 
“It did to David,’? he explained,’ ‘and 
David fell into terrible sin. He became in- 
fatuated with a married woman, and had her 
husband killed so he could marry her,’’ 

‘*] don’t see how he could do‘such a 

thing,’’ exclaimed Carl. 
** Well,’’ answered teacher, ‘‘in his pros- 
| perity he got careless, and forgot to watch 
and pray. ‘Then he was led into it step by 
step. When it began perhaps he didn’t mean 
to do anything wrong.’’ 

‘* Where did David’s sin start? ’’ was my 
home question, I told them it started by 
| looking at a woman, 
| ** Ho, there’s nothing wrong about that,’’ 
declared Bulldog. 
| ** The harm was in the impure thoughts 
| that the look led to,’? explained teacher. 
| Then he called on Fred to tell what David’s 

look led to. 

Fred said it led to his wanting the woman 
r his wife, ever if she. was married to an- 
| other man; so finally he had the husband 
| killed so he could marry her. 

| ‘Teacher drew on the blackboard a flight 
= steps going down, and marked them like 
| this: 


that when we do sin he does not cast us from | 


him! God continues to shower goodness 
upon us, seeking to bring us to repentance 
(Rom, 2 : 4). 
vid? Would it be easy to approach a king 
and tell him of his misdeeds? In what 
respect was the parable true to David? 
How account for the fact that David did not 
see himself as the stery was told until Nathan 
declared, ‘* Thou art the man”’? (3) 


totally blind to his own offense. David 
doubtless supposed that Nathan had brought 
| a case to him for judgment, and this was his 
| sentence, Without knowing ‘it, David con- 
| demned himself. It is almost inconceivable 
| to see how David thinks the theft of a mere 
animal should be repaid. fourfold, yet entirely 
| everlooks his taking of human life. Why is 
it that we cannot see ourselves as we really 
are? (4) 

As Nuthan holds the mirror before David, 
what confession does the king make? (12: 





13.) Not only does David realize that he has | 


sinned, but he sees that he has sinned against 
Jehovah. It was a virtue of David’s that as 





Who sent Nathan unto Da- | 


Observe that while ‘‘ David’s anger was | 
greatly kindled against the man,’’ he was | 


| ** just like that coal. 


soon as he discovered he had done wrong he ' 





| LOOK 


I 





PUNISHMENT 











He explained that usually what we look at, 
| we think about; what we think about, we 
| want; what we want, we often do. He says 
| that’s the history of most sins; the great 
| mistake is in dallying with the thought of it. 
| ‘Teacher told Bulldog Jones to hold out his 
hand and he’d give him something out of a 
| little paper bag that he had there. Bulldog 
| held out his hand, and teacher dumped into 
it a piece of soft coal. Of course it got 
Bulldog’s hand all dirty. (2) 

‘*Sin is smutty,’’ explained Mr. Mason, 
You can’t even touch 
it without getting blackened.”’ 

* Hol” exclaimed Fatty, 


a Buildog’s | 
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rubbed some of it on his face already.’’ And 
he had. 

‘I'll rub it all over your face,’’ hollered 
Bulldog, swiping him one, and leaving three 
black smooches, 

When Mr. Mason got them quieted down 
he said he was sorry fe had brought an ob- 
ject lesson that made so much trouble, but 
that their actions still further illustrated the 
power of sin. ‘It blackens us where we 
don’t expect it to, and our sin often marks 
those we are with, just as we may be smutted 
by our evil companions, Sin is something 
you can’t safely go near.’’ (3) 

** How did David get rid of Uriah ?’’ was 
Bulldog’s home question, ‘* Ordered him 
out in the front line of a charge where he 
knew he’d be killed,’’ was the answer, *‘ and 
that was just as bad as if David had mur- 
dered him himself.’ 

Fatty had to tell about the lamb story that 
the prophet Nathan sprung on David to 
show him how his sin looked to God. David 
was awfully indignant when he thought 
somebody had stolen a pet lamb, but the 
lamb stood for Uriah’s wife, and the prophet 
said; ‘*‘Thou art the man,’’ 

‘* How is the best way to show a person 
his sin ?’’ teacher asked, calling for Bert’s 
home question, 

** Don’t do it at all,’’ sung out Bulldog. 
“Every time i ever tried it the fellow got 
mad,’’ 

** You can’t very well tell him,’’ said Bert, 
** but if you keep straight yourself the other 
fellow will see the difference and maybe 
be ashamed of himself.’’ 

Mr. Mason said it was a good answer ; 
that even Nathan didn’t tell David right out, 
though Nathan was God’s prophet. Only 
the Holy Spirit can make a man feel his sin, 
The Spirit may use our example as one 
means of doing it, only we mustn’t get stuck 
up just because we are not as bad as some are. 

Bumps answered his question by saying 
that if we ever did forget and do something 
wrong we must be sorry for it and ask God 
right away to forgive us. Teacher had us 
look up 1 John 2: © andt ae 1:9 on 
that point, and it made it as plain as day. 

The last question was Carl’s: ‘* How can 
we avoid falling before temptation?’’ He 
. said he supposed one way was not to dally 
with it like David did, but to turn right away 
the first minute. 

: Mr. Mason thinks so, too, and he told 

about a boy he knew who went to a hypnotic 
exhibition, The professor hypnotized this 
boy along with a lot of others, and made 
them act like fools, hanging on to the chair 
like grim death when he said they were up 
in a balloon, etc. But when he told them 
they were at a show and a lot of girls in 
tights were dancing on a stage, this boy, 
even though he was hypnotized, turned away 
and wouldn’t look, That showed the prin- 
ciple his life was run on. 

But teacher thinks there are temptations we 
can’t always turn away from. What then? 

Carl said if what we think about is so im- 
portant, mavbe we can keep thinking all the 
time about pleasing Jesus, and that will help 
carry us through, 

**Sure,’’ teacher agreed, ‘‘and best of 
all, Christ himself will live in our hearts to 
keep us from wrong desires and fill us with 
right ones.’’ He said that was wuat David 
prayed for in the Golden Text: ‘*Create in 
me a new heart, O God,’’ and if we keep 
our hearts wide open to Christ’s indwelling 
he will fill us so full of. himself that ‘sin 
shall not have dominion over us."’ (4) 


Questions for Next Lesson 
The home study questions are : 


What was the punishment for David’s sin? 

What did David do about his sin ? 

What three words in this Psalm describe 
sin ? 

What three words in this Psalm describe 
forgiveness? 

What caused David to write Psalm 32? 

What steps back to joy does this Psalm 
give ? 

Does forgiveness make a sin all right ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
The Lesson Truth. x 
‘The danger of dallying with sin. The way 
out. 
Beginning. 
The temptations of prosperity. 
Iiow manv would.like to be rich ? 
How David was. tempted. 
History of a Sin. 
Where did David's sin start? 
What did a'look lead to? . ( Blackboard.) 
How'did David get rid of Uriah? 
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Danger of Dallying. 

(Object lesson from soft coal.) 
Rebuking Sin. 

How was David shown his sin ? 

How can we tell a friend of his sin? 
Conquering Sin. 

What can we do if we should sin ? 


How can we keep from sinning? (Story ; 
Golden ‘lext.) 


Terre Haute, Inp. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, June 6, ror15 


Body Under, Soul on Top. 
24-27. 


(1 Cor. 9: 
Consecration meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Restrain the appetites (Luke 12: 
22-31). ' 

TUES. —Self-control (Rom. 6 : 7-14). 

WED. —Self-denial (Ma't. 16 : 21-28). 

‘THuRS,—Spiritual aspiration. (1 Cor. 14: 


I, 12). 
Frt.—The contrast (Rom. 8 : 5-14). 
Sat.—The spiritual mind ( Phil. 2: 1-5)._ 











Why is the body a good servant but a bad 
master ? 


How can we gain self-control ? 
Why is ease dangerous to us? 


ITH. our Lord Jesus Christ the body 
was the soul’s servant. The Incar- 
nation required that he must needs 

put on the house of our flesh, but in put- 
ting iton he did not surrender to it, He 
hungered and thirsted and grew weary just 
as men do, but all the weaknesses and limi- 
tations of the body he held subject: to his 
mighty work, ‘* My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and. to ‘accomplish his 
‘work.’” And of the lowe? appetites and pas- 
sions of our flesh we see no trace in him. All 


He lived in his earthly life the freed life 
which the power of his resurrection makes 
possible for us. a 


And possessed by the: Lord’s new and 
creating life Paul, too, lived in freedom but 
not without perpetual battle. His body was 
ever with him and the foes of his soul struck 
at him from it, so that striking back be 
buffeted his body and beat it ‘down to its 
right place beneath the heel and under the 
will of his soul. He knew the constant 
struggle which must last with life. 


‘* What was their tale of some one on a summit, 
Looking I think upon the endless sea,— 
One with a fate and sworn to overcome it, 
One who was fettered and who should be 
free? 


‘**Round him a robe, for shaming and for 
searing, 
Ate with empoisonment and stung with fire, 
He through it all was to his Lord uprearing 
Desperate patience of a brave desire. 


‘* Ay, and for me there shot from the beginning 
Pulses of passion broken with my breath ; 

Oh thou poor soul, enwrapped in such a 

sinning, 

Bound in the shameful body of thy death ! 

**Well let me sin, but not with my consenting, 
Well let me die, but willing to be whole ; 

Never, O Christ,—so stay me from relent- 


- ng, ‘ 
Shall thave be truce betwixt my flesh and 
soul."’ 

The body is as a beast to us, necessary 
but belonging to one place, beneath us, anid 
for one purpose, to be ridden upon. Our 
bodies are meant to be to us what Nehem- 
iah’s beast was to him, as we read in Nehem- 
iah 2:12. ‘*Neithet was there any beast 
with me save the beast that I rode upon.’’ 
Or we may think of the body not as a beast 
to bear us and to do our bidding, but as a 
house to be lived in and keep as a tenant 
ought to keep his house. It is thus Tenny- 
son spoke of it: -: 


‘The Lord gave the house of a beast to the soul 
; of a man ; 
And the man Said, ‘‘Am I your debtor?"* 
And the Lord, ‘‘ Not yet but take itand make 
it as clean as you can 
* Atid when-yott have done so I'll-let you a 
oy better.*’ Pieneyen ty ® 
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these the high spirit in him put down to death., 


Those who praise war and who think 
that man will grow soft and weak without it 
are mistaken in the kind of war they advo- 
cate. Stop all physical violence and blood- 
shed between man and man and there is left 
still more war than man can handle in this 
battle between the flesh and soul, between 
the base passions and the high possibilities 
of the body. The New Testament is full 
of war language and it will never be out- 
grown here on this earth, But the enemy to. 
be fought is not a brother man, but a far 
more dangerous and subtle and deadly foe. 
Watch for him and slay him if you can, 


There are times when the body needs to 
be aroused and driven on, but that is a dif- 
ferent part of the body from those appetites 
and capacities which need to be either sub- 
jected or»destroyed. The wholesome and 
right activities of the body often lag. They 
need to be given to understand that they 
have a careful and intelligent and sovereign 
master who will give them proper attention 
but who will exact of them the uttermost 
service, lave we bodies which have learned 
to obey us in this way? 

% 

Our bodies are not ourselves. They are 
belongings and are to be treated as such, 

‘* Be clean for the strength of the hunter 
is know by the gloss of his hide.”’ 

What is the duty of the keeper of a temple 
toward his temple ? 

A temple is built for worship and service. 
It is the means, ‘hese are the ends. Re- 
member the relation of means and ends. 

‘The fair use of an ugly temple is better 
that the ugly use of a fair temple. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





ENERATIONS and times change in 
religious as in secular and social cus- 
toms. The custom of family worship 

is not now prevelent. In general it prevails 
‘with those who read articles such as this, for 
‘we are interested ;, but it has. passed from 
many a home whose father and mother knew 
its place in their childhood. 

Recently I heard a son of. New England 
refer to *‘ the early experience of his father’s 
home, in the good old days when family 
worship was regularly observed.’’ ‘‘ Well, 
do you not observe it now?’’ I asked, and 
his reply was not only negative, but he ex- 
pressed genuine surprise that it was observed 
in my own home. However, there was no 
criticism on his part; in fact, I thought I 
detected in him signs of genuine regret. 

Although the blessed custom has drifted 
out of modern life, there is a place for it and 
it will surely return. God made the home 
the unit of society, and nothing can take its 
place. The church will be stronger as the 
ties of home-life tighten, for the home and 
the church are very closely related. But the 
home without religion has lost its greatest 
charm and beauty. It is not enough to share 
worship with others in the house of God, 
important as that is, but the home must be 
religious itself and the Master must be known 
there. Nothing can ever take the place of 
family worship, and it will return to become 
again a sacred and worthy custom about the 
fireside of those who love and serve Jesus 
Christ. Let us remember also the ‘seven 
thousand ”’ who still remain faithful. 





May 31 to June 6 
Mon.—2 Sam. 11 : 22 to 12: 7a. 
Nathan Rebukes Da 





Sin blinds our eyes to our own folly until 
God shows us our own transgression. David 
was angered as he heard the pathetic story 
of the ewe-lamb and the poor man who had 
suffered injustice, but his heart was cut to 
the quick when Nathan said, ‘* ‘Thou art the 
man,”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember in prayer 
those whose lives are constantly surrounded 
by temptation; who are away from home 
and lonely, and perhaps friendless. Pray 
for those who fight life’s battles alone. 
Pray for those who are ridiculed for their 
Satta, and pray that those who ridicule them 
may be converted. 


Tues.—2 Sam. 11: 14-21. David's Sin. 


One sin invariably leads to another. Un- 
confessed sin seeks to protect itself from de- 
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tection, and finds temporary escape in mul- 
ome wrong-doing, The first sin was a sin 
of the flesh, the second a sin of the heart. 
Brave, true David became a cowardly, de- 
ceptive murderer. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the poor 
suffering Assyrian Persians who are in this 
country. They know not the horrible suffer- 
ings which have come to their own loved 
ones all through their own little land. Un- 
certainty and fearful rumorg have almost 
crazed them, Pray for their loved ones in 
Persia and pray for them herein America. 


Wed.—2 Sam. 12: 7-23. David's Punishment. 

Punishment is sure and God-sent. The 
weakness of present religious thought is in 
the omission of this sure truth of Jehovah. 
Broken law means sorrow and suffering. Sin 
not only brings loss to the sinner, but to 
others involved. Think of the heart-anguish 
of Uriah’s wife, and sin brought death to the 
chiid, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God fre- 
quently for the joys of our faith. Keep be- 
fore your children the blessed hope of the 
Christian’s faith; Quote in prayer such 
passages as ** the peace that passeth under- 
standing” and the **joy unspeakable and 
full of glory.”’ Keep the joy-side ever before 
the home in prayer. 


Thurs.—Psalm 51. A Cry for Pardon. 

This psalm should always be read with 
this sin of King David in thought. When 
he knew his sin and realized it, he poured 
out his heart to God. Sin confessed means 
sin forgiven, and joy will be restored to the 
aching heart. This Fifty-first Psalm makes 
us all love David arid love David’s God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the chil- 
dren of the rich, that their surroundings 
may not bewilder them and lead them to 
forget God and things which last and are 
eternal, Pray that parents controlled by 
many affairs may not delegate the care of 
their children wholly to others, but give 
themselves to their own. Pray that nothing 
may vob Christian lands of the influence of 
the home. 


Fri.—Psalm 42. Thirsting for God. 

We do not value the Psalms.as we should. 
This is a great bubbling spring, and rejoices 
the heart -every time one ‘reads it. No one 
can ever get'blue or ‘discouraged who will 
read the Forty-second Psalm, ‘* Why art thou 
cast down? -.. . Hope théu’in God.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank the Father 
in heaven for the pleasure of helping others. 
Arouse a sense of enthusiasm in éach mem- 
ber of the home by thankfulness for the chance 
to do for others. Thank God for what he 
has done for us, and ask that we may follow 
Christ in being among *‘ those who serve,” 


Sat.—Psalm 38: Prayer of Penitence. 

Penitence has a very real place in every 
true child of God, for all of us have sinned 
and sinned often, We cannot-help crying 
out to God for mercy and forgiveness when 
we remember and recall our sins. It does 
us good to read these Psalms of Penitence. 
A sense of guilt and penitence leads to a 
knowledge of mercy and forgiveness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God in very 
plain and simple words to forgive definite 
sins in our lives,—impure thoughts, angry 
words, selfish deeds; ask him to stop us 
Jrom yielding to temptation when it comes 
upon us suddenly. Pray for prompt victory 
and watchful hearts, 


Sun.—Hosea 14; Penitence and Restoration. 
The great, undefined joy which comes to 
one who is sincere in his penitence is shown 
in these closing words of Hosea, ** Who is 
whew? ** : 4 Who is- prudent?’’ Wisdom 
and prudence lead the sad, sinning soul back 
to his God, and he is forgiven and restored. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ca// attention in 
the morning prayer to the blessedness of the 
Lora’s Day. Let every member of the fam- 
tly feel that this day beyond all others ts the 
best. Pray with joy and hope in your soul 
and in your words. Pray that the dav may 
be calm and unhutried. Pray that it may 
be a day of cheerfulness and song, a day 
when all fear and worry may be banished. 
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** How to Speak Without Notes’ ts a clear, 
brief, practical address by Robert E. Speer, 
one of the strongest, most experienced public 
speakers of our time. It may be had for 20 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 10371 Walnut Street, Phila. 
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The Mix-up 
By Nancy Byrd Turner 


OT lay wide awake in the trundle-bed, 
and could not sleep. She had been 
in this state of wide-awakeness for 

many hours before going to bed, and now, 
though nearly midnight, her eyes were as 
big and bright as a snore or a dream 
were unheard of, The reason for all this 
was that Dolly, who lay beside her, would 
start at dawn on a great trip. 

It would seem, this being the case, that 

_ Dolly should be tne one awake and Dot the 
sleeper, but Dolly had a naturally drowsy 
brain, and Dot a restless, eager one that 
had been ten times more restless and eager 
thar usual since Uncle Henry’s telegram at 
dinner: ** Have your eldest girl waiting at 
the door at five thirty to-morrow, sharp. Am 
swooping by on my way to the city; will re- 
turn in a day or two.’’ 

It had seemed wonderful, Uncle Henry, 
who lived in another state, would *‘swoop’’ 
by in a big touring car, and the small Tray- 
lors had never ridden in an automobile; he 
would treat you like a princess in town, for 
years ago the two had gone down with him, 
and had never forgotten the delightful ex- 
perience, ‘To think that the eldest girl was 
to be waiting on the door-step at dawn for 
such a time again! The eldest girl herself 
went to sleep smiling widely. 

The youngest sighed, now, and wriggled 
under the counterpane. She did not grudge 
anybody such a great happiness, but she 
wished, and wished hard, that there might 
have been another ‘“teenty’’ seat in the 
automobile ; and she simply cou/d not go to 
sleep. 

After a while, however, she dozed, to wake 
with her heart thumping. Daylight, faint 
and pale, was in the room. She gave Dolly 
a swift punch that brought forth a sleepy 
** Ouch !”? 

/..o::4¢ 1t’s morning, morning !’’ she whispered. 
‘*¢Get. up and dress!’ 

She had slipped into her own clothes be- 
fore sleepy Dolly, blinking and groping in 
the gloom, had found one stocking. ‘I'll 

down and listen, and when I hear a honk, 
Pu rush back and let you know.’’ She was 
off like a nimble little rabbit. 

Downstairs the front porch was still and 
gray, and inthe east a beautiful pink and 
pearl dawn grew deeper each moment. 
Uncle Henry would come from toward the 
southeast, and Dot turned her eager face in 
that direetion. ‘*I’ll walk the porch,’ she 
decided, presently, ‘* and pretend that 7 am 
waiting to motor into town.”” This sounded 
so fine that she strutted grandly. Dolly 
could be heard above, awake at last, now, 
and bustling around, with mother’s soft 
voice directing her. 

It came suddenly when it did come,—a 
joyous blast of a horn, loud and clear, and 
then, plunging out of the pink sunrise, ap- 
peared the car itself, like a swift bird, big 
and blue. 

Dot stood spell-bound. She tried to 
move, but her feet stuck fast; she tried to 
call, but her heart beat so hard that it choked 
her. The flying car, comipg nearer and 
nearer, slowed down; heads were bobbing 
and veils fluttering; somebody waved a 
hand. An instant more, and Uncle Henry 
was running up the steps. 

‘* Hey, there, Curly Top! Right on the 
spot!’’ . With.one lunge he caught her up 
in his long arm and, dashing back down the 
steps, dropped her into a niche on the front 
seat. Before anybody could say Jack Robin- 
son, the wheels were whirring and they were 
up and away! 

Again Dot opened her mouth and could 
not speak. The wild wind was in her throat 
and ears. When she parted her lips it blew 
back her breath, and when her voice sounded 
at last ’twas only a funny little squeak that 
nobody heard. Ah, how they were going :— 
swiftly and skimmingly, like a bird always, 
down hills, up hills, along levels, flying, fly- 
ing! ‘The road had turned, now, and they 
seemed rushing back into the pink and 
pearl,—only it had turned to pink and gold, 
now. 

*¢I—Unele Henry, Uncle Henry!’’ Dot 
stirred and struggled, but again her words 
were blown queerly away, She could not 





help laughing for sheer delight,—and yet 
how dreadful this was! A vision of Dolly, 
poor, puzzled Dolly, rose before her and she 
stopped laughing, Uncle Henry mus? be 
made to hear. 

Then a terrible temptation beset little Dot. 
Why must he? It was not her fault that 
she was in the machine, but here she was, 
and they had gone several miles, and were 
doubtless in a great hurry. Besides, she 
had tried hard to make them hear, Besides, 
again,—it was so splendid, so glorious! 
Why not sit still sy ride out to the end 
this wonderful ride ? 

The next moment she gave herself an 
angry shake, ‘* Why, Dot Traylor !’’ she 
breathed, and began to struggle to her feet, 
determined now. 

‘*Eh?’? said Uncle Henry, bending down. 
**Not the right one? Upon my word,— 
then you must be as alike as two peas, Tut, 
tut, tut,—what’s to be done about this?’’ 
He slowed the car and turned to the ladies 
behind. 

** Why didn’t you say something, dearie?”’ 
one of them asked Dot. 

Dot guiped. ‘The wind choked me at 
first,’? she answered, ‘‘and after that—oh, 
it was all so lovely !’’ 

The ladies looked at Uncle Henry, and he 
looked at the ladies. 

**I never rode in one before,’’ Dot went 
on, ‘It’s like flying. But poor Dolly,— 
let’s get back to her, quick !’ 

*¢] don’t mind catching another train,’’ 
somebody said, and the machine began to 
turn slowly, making a great racket, as though 
annoyed at being interrupted. 

Dot shut her eyes. ‘The flight back would 
be short, but she was going to enjoy it with 
all her heart and soul. Away they went, 
and away ! 

It seemed little more than a second before 
they were stopping again, and there on the 
porch steps Dolly was standing, red and per- 
plexed. 

** They mixed us up,’’ Dot cried. ‘* They 
mixed us up, but you haven’t lost your ride, 
Doll. My, but it’s fine!’’ She got to her 
feet oh, so reluctantly. 

But_just then Uncle Henry made another 
sudden dive. With one arm he held Dot 
down, and with the other he scooped Dolly 
up. ‘Then, before either could speak, while 


they were still gasping, his hands were on! 


the’ wlieel again, the wind was in their faces, 
and the automobile took them flying straight 
toward the laughing yellow sun. 


STANARDSVILLE, VA. 





Insomnia 
Leads to Madness, if Not Remedied 


‘*Experiments satisfied me, some 5 
years ago,” writes a Topeka woman, 
**that coffee was the direct cause of the 
insomnia from which I suffered terribly, 
as well as extreme nervousness and 
acute @yspepsia. 

‘“‘T had been a coffee drinker since 
childhood, and did not like to think that 
the beverage was doing me all this harm. 
But it was, and the time came when I 
had to face the fact, and protect myself. 
I therefore gave up coffee abruptly and 
absolutely, and adopted Postum for my 
hot drink at meals. 

‘*T began to note improvement in my 
condition very soon after I took on 
Postum. The change proceeded grad- 
ually, but surely, and it wasa matter of 
only a few weeks before I found myself 
entirely relieved — the nervousness 
passed away, my digestive apparatus 
was restored to normal efficiency, and I 
began to sleep restfully and peacefully. 

‘These happy conditions have contin- 
ued during all of the 5 years, and I am 
safe in saying that I owe them entirel 
to Postum, for when I began to drink it 
I ceased to use medicines.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘* The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Postum Cereal—the original form— 
must be well boiled. 15¢ and 25c pack- 
ages. 

Instant Postum—a soluble powder— 
dissolves quickly in a cup. of hot water 
and, with cream and sugar, makes a de- 
licious beverage instantly. 
tins. 

Both, kinds are equally delicious and 
cost about the same per cup. 

** There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

.sold. by . Grocers. 
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This country 
three grades of truth 


—the truth 
—the whole truth 
—nothing but the truth 


**The Truth”’ by itself may 
be false because of what it 
leaves unsaid, or because 
while technically correct it 
is designed to mislead. 


**The whole truth’’ may be 
ineffective because it leaves 
one asking—‘‘Well, what are 
you going to do about it?’’ 


**Nothing but the truth’’ 
involves a grasp and expres- 
sion of right fundamentals, 
rounded knowledge, fair play 
—an irresistible appeal. 








4 
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In Chicago from June 20th 
to 24th there will be a con- 
ventionof The Associated Ad- 
vertising Clubs of the World. 
The standard under which 
this convention assembles is 


“Nothing but the 


Truth in Advertising” 


This is not a sentimental 
standard. It isa commercial 
standard maintained by the 
contact of idealists, enthusi- 
asts, and hard heads, 


It is the only standard un- 
der which the annual expen- 
diture of $600,000, 000 forad- 
vertising can be made to pay. 
It is the standard under which 
2,000 people met last June 
in Toronto and, before that, 
in Baltimore, Dallas, Boston. 


It is the standard under 
which every reader of news- 
papers, magazines, outdoor 
signs, booklets, novelties— 
the printed or painted adver- 
tising message—has come to 
believe what he reads. 


You are Invited to Attend 


No adult in this country but uses or is affected by advertising. 
The convention in Chicago will give you ideas for application to 
‘your own business and your own life. You will come in contact 
with the discoverers and pioneers in the development of the 
ad mic, force of advertising—a force which will grow with your 

support 48 you will grow by contact with it and its workers. 
ob dine: 4 " 


For. ! information 
dvertising Association of nee, 
Advertising Building, 123 Mudison Street, CHICA 


Associated Advertising Clubs 
of the World 
Eleventh Annual Convention 


address CONVENTION 
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To Our Not-Yet Subscribers 


(Many of whom will receive a ce»y of this week’s paper) 


We Make Two Propositions 








(A) 


in the confident assurance 


We will send you The Sunday School Times three 
weeks for your examination, without charge, resting 


that the paper itself is 


the most convincing argument we can present as a 
testimony to its ‘great practical usefulness. 


(B) 


If you will induce four or more friends to subscribe 
with you, you will be entitled to a club rate that 


will enable you to save 33% percent for yourself 
and your co-workers, and in addition we will give 
you several valuable books on Sunday-school ac- 
tivities, methods, etc., for your workers’ library, in 
return for securing the new club. 





ASK for this club rate. 
ASK for our Extraordinary Offer 


ASK. for as many free specimen copies of any one issue as you 


of Extraordinary Books. 


may need to aid you in forming a club of subscribers. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia 


/5O3! Walnut Street, - 











Bibles for 
hildren’s Day 


Of course you will want the 


AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 








the 
galeries teletin teniiites 
because it is the latest and best, an@ 
therefore is the one which the chil- 
-dren and young people of your 
‘ church and Sunday School should 
use, The in language of the 
American Standard Bible brings to the read- 
er the exact thought of the sacred writers. 


Powers, D. es Fyotident American 
por Ah Ad Convention, > 


* While teaching the childiven the Bible, let us 
give it to them ine ¢ best possible form.” 


The American Standard Bible 
is used and recommended by the greatest 
Biblical scholars, and is the basis for the 
uniform and graded lessons prepared by 
the International Lesson Committee. Made 
in all styles; prices from 35 cents up. 4 

Send for free booklet, ‘' The Wonderful 

ory,’ or ask your Bookseller. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Biblé Publishers for over Sixty Years. ~ 
281 A Fourth Ave., New York 
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Fach book treats of 2 distinct phase of Sunday- 
school work, and is written by an expert. ‘The books 
y are uniform in size and style; some are bound with 
limp covers, some with stiff board. 
1. The Chy Sunday-School 

ts Work, Growth, Possibilities. By Frank L. 
| a. Brooklyn, N.Y. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 
2. The Sundqy-Scheot and the Pastor 
y John T. Faris. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 
3. The "Sunday Schoo! 
hy Frank Brown, 
act. postpaid. 


ans, 
lyn, N. ¥. 25 cents, 


4. The Primar rtment _ : 
By Ethel J. Archibald. Five illustrations. 50 
cents, net, postpaid. 
+ The Home Department of To-Da 
§ By 4 wn im Flore’ *. Stebbins. 23 ean, net, post- 
pai 


6. Supday~School Records, Reports and 
ecognitions 


By the late E. A. Fox, General Secretary of 
the Kentucky Sunday-schooi Association. 50 
cents, net, pages. 


7. The Bestaners rtment 
B lina we Wray, author of “ Jeanne 
Mitchal sSchool.”” 50 cents, net, postpaid. 


“ hi 
8 Shy the hers af bing the Sehele Chairman 


the International Lesson Committee. 50 
conte, net, postpaid. 


9. esting. and Holding a Class 
illiam H. Hamby. socents, net, postpaid. 
—_ Our Primary Department 
b By William D. Murray. A little book. which 


tells the story of what has actually been done in 
one Primary Department to teach God’s Word 
to the children. 50 cents. 
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‘Children in Many Lands,’’ @ charming series 


“The vast amount of 


.| with the bits .of. verse. anc 


-|-wood-and- Uhdetweod, book or ly, $1; with 
4 Alie: 36 stereographs, $7. 65. ): : 


Books Worth Noting {| 





Services of Worship for Bo , 
H. W. Gibson).—Both the v tor, Boys (By 
seatiment that have # strong appeal to boys. 
are in in this eupeoingly ‘ood col- 
lection of orders of service notable 
hymns, The orders of service include such: 
subj Kia as courage, faith, s+ Date me gre 

triotism, , and other like 
Benes. peri, et understands how to 
provide real boy services for indoors and out-. 
oe mes services that are neither stilted nor 

undignified. Hymns that have the ‘stirring 
appeal,’’ both the heroic and the service ap- 
peal, are included, A number of prayers 
are printed in full, Readers_of this paper 
will be interested to know that some of these 
prayers have been taken by —— from 


the department for s' ab 
Sunday School Times, (Association 
ss cents postpaid.) 

eal Children in Many ) 
M. =X Emesy)-s- baat to. moving Cz 


ves 80 vivid a sense of reality as 
‘stereographs viewed through the double 
lenses of the stereoscope, Schools and pub- 
lic libraries are making more and more use of 
them to put students and readers in touch 
with the places and peoples about which they 
are studying: To. meet this need Underwood 
and Underwood have issued their. many 
* stereographic tours ’’ with series of oo gd 
and guide-books prepared by competent pe 

sons, One of the latest of these is i Real 


of thirty-six stereographs with a guide-book 
treating of child life in all parts of the world, 
information given in 
storiés woven around .the ictures, together 
music scattered 
through the guide-book, make this tour afound 
the world:not only a profitable but a delight- 
ful study for children of all- ages. (Under- 


which has discouraged translations. ‘*No 
day _in Spring,’’ says Archdeacon Hare, 
‘‘when life seems bursting from every bud 
and gushing from every pore, is fuller of life 
than his pages.’’ He is one of the few emi- 
nent theologians who possess the gift of direct 
and simple self-expression which charms and 
delights, And he is not only a theologian. 
His outlook upon lifeis broadly while intensely 
Christian, e is the sincere patriot, the so- 
cial reformer, the wise pastor, the marvelous 
in comfort of all who are in trouble, the wise 
and affectionate house-father, and the lover 
of children as also of birds and all simple 
things God has made. And yet, while the 
English disciples of Calvin have done into 
English every syllable the Genevan reformer 


language for English and American Christians 
generally, 

‘The ephemeral and controversial character 
of much of his writing may be pleaded in 
excuse for this, and also the vast number and 
aggregate bulk of his tracts and treatises. 
This makes it necessary to proceed by way 
of selection, as has been done by the trans- 
lators and editors of ‘* The Works of Luther, 
with Introductions and Notes’’ here re- 
viewed, The first of ten volumes has just 
appeared. Professor Jacobs of the Mount 
Airy Seminary disclaims thé purpose of re- 
producing all that the Reformer has written, 
but he and his associates are enriching our 





1031 Watnut Street, - Philadelphia, Pa 


| Christendom “had become. | 


wrote, —though he has nothing of Luther’s | 
charm,—Luther lies hidden behind an alien | 
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has translated, besides giving us 
ae that has. ‘The translators, mostly: 
orked Lutheran pastors, have in view 
the approach of the Fourth Centenary of the 
Reformation, and they are. giving us a repre- 
~ pt pre iene a lis per ‘and treatises, 
each complete, and proper yrets as to 
its dpishaled; its purpose and ‘its allusions, | 
This first volume embraces seven works 
from the years 1517-1520, but — les g 
the last year, as to that at Beloa 
greatest and most characteristic Nvorke et 


given hére. ° These, no doubt, will” ne wih 
second yolume, Volume I 
reat **XCV ” wii : 


Luther to the world, and launched info tip n‘ 
a career of doctrinal development which h he | 


had not sought or expected. In it he writes 
| under a disa , as he has not yet given 
Germany his ti tion of the New Testa- 


ment, and ig not able to make his appeal to 
the "Of the Gospel, and of Apostolic 
life an “fa contrast to what Latin 
He himself is 
learning step by step what was involved in 
his first utterances, and Eck and Altveld are 
helping on the process by arguing, “If you 
say this, then you also must say that, which 
Huss said, ”* etc. 

In those first four years of his authorship 
Luther wrote more than a hundred tracts 
and treatises, The editors’ choice exhibits 
Luther as a theologian, and as a pastor of the 
people. The last is illustrated in the fine 
manual of comfort written for the Elector of 
Saxony under the strain of severe illness, It 
is very properly given, as Luther himself 
afterward reprinted it, without any removal 
of the traces of his earlier and undeveloped 
position in theology, as also is true of the 
treatise on Confession. 

‘The translators have done the work well, 
not seeking to make the great man unduly 
elegant or refined, but to get his mind into 
contact with his new readers, without any 
sacrifice of accuracy. As every translation 
is examined arid passed by a committee, un- 
usual pains have been taken. Ten such 
volumes will-do much to bring into the day- 

ht one of the simplest and most earnest of 
Ceiotaes and oné of the widest-hearted 


% men of his or any age. |‘ 
- A Welcome-Géfies of © fe a 
‘Luther’s Works 
Can You Answer These 
: This article reviews a compilation of the ’ * ; 
** Works of Martin Luther,’ published | Questions? , 
tn Philadé(phta by A. J. Holman Com- : ; 
» pany. The work ts to consistof ten vol- By Samuel Scoville, Jr. , 
wees, and is issued tn cloth binding at 231. In what passage is a prophet supposed. 
$2 a volume. to refer to the three days before the 
resurrection ? 
LTHOUGH the Lutherans who speak " 
the English language are now Dap 232. What was the story of the thistle and 
by niftio om are bat. few of the cedar-tree, and who told it? 
Luther’s works ich are accessible to the | 233. What king rent his clothes before his 
English reader, “This is not due to any dis- people so.that they saw that he wore 
relish that English or American readers have - sackcloth next his skin?. . i 
for. the man or his writiags,—Germans them- | 234. What three biblical characters were 
selves have not praised him with greater rev- smitten with leprosy as a divine pun- 
erence and truer appreciation. And it cer- ishment ? 
tainly is not any defect of literary quality | 2..° What four creatures are mentioned in 


the Bible as little upon the earth but 
exceeding wise ? 





‘ Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


226. In the Lamentations of Jeremiah (Lam. 
423): 

227. When Saul broke the oath that Joshua 

had sworn to the-Gibeonites and tried 

to slay them all (Josh. 9; 2 Sam, 21: 

‘I, 2). 

Nehemiah and the men that rebuilt Je- 

rusalem (Neh. 4: 17). 

Hosea (Ilos, 11 : 1). 


228. 


229, 
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orth al Rates 


eekly . sy following rates, in in 
w at w 
| advance, for either old or new cibscribers, 
4 in the United States and Canada, These 
| rates include postage : 
lve Or more copies, either to 
$ 1 .00 Separate addresses or in a pack- 
‘age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, or any number of 
$1. 50 copies less than five, $1. cane, 
per. year, - 


One co five years, 
", addi- 


e free 
Free Copies Boal will ill be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 





da Scheel: Times will be sent to of the 
Pa the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, ‘which P includes postage : 


One copy,-one year, b+ 
Five or ae copies, in 


saan 0 stb 
5 shilli 


hor Gre t Great B at Britain, | Mr. T. French Downle, 21 


h + yee 1 wy ten dons Ns e rate, the 
or pe year su cipeions 8 above ate, a 


to sg led direct 
pe hg tr. Downie can also supply her publications 
The Sunday School Times Compan 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, verre te: an 


Free Children’s Day Day Services 


ay Samples to Pas- 
tors, Superinteridents 
Blessing ‘gccach ¢ dozen 
10: 
of , d f sha 100, 
Carols i <n 00 100 not postp’ a. 
No, 1, 10c each, 
Callgpen’s ‘Dap Be ills and Exercises. 
Days of Beauty 
Praise and Sunshine 
Send 0 opats fe stamps for 6new— 


Arch St.; Phila. Pa. 
t@ either company, 


ibis fa a5, ‘sf abet Chicago 





t Prices as above. 
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Tullar-Meredith Co.,°i<y7 


POCONO MANOR I INN 
OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; 800 acres ; finest scénery im Pocono Sina 
tains ; tuble, water and Friendly environment ; 

vate baths ; ex hilarating golf, tennis and Lewhie; 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. ~&. Dengier. 
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Does YOUR Church method thie 
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Peal McSeane Bar 


When answering pote 
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230. Jeremiah (Lam. 3 : 27). 


mention The Sunday Scoot T 
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: ‘BILLY’ SUNDAY 
“Creat Revival Hymns No.Two” 


is easily the greatest gospel song book of modern times. 

copies have been issued in two years, and the demand continues to 
A returnable copy 

see this great yd 

our church work. 


100, Manila $12.50 per 100 not prepaid. 


The greatest evangelist of modern times 


naturally insists on having the very best 
gospel song book obtainable, and 


A million 


will be mailed you for examination, so don"t 
fore purchasing tor any of the departments 
Cash prices: Cleth $25 per 100, limp $18 per 
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literature with much of the best phat never 





» The Rodeb kind— 
Children’ $s Day Services < Send at once for free sample. copies of the 

5 cents per copy, 55 cents per dozen, $4.35 per 100, 

Send for a sample copy of the great new choir paper—* The Goapel a 


THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 


the best kind.” 
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